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SYNOPSIS/APPLICATION 
The book that espouses, “economic wisdom for humans with habits and desires, immersed in patterns and practices 
. . . [it is] a model of economic discipleship that doesn't just tell you what to think but how to practically live in an 
economy of the kingdom.” The authors sought to construct a system of economic discipleship that negates the 
influence of Western influence. 

 
 
SELECTED QUOTES  
“Humanity’s high calling is nothing less than co-ruling and co-loving everything our God and Father has 
made. In other words, because people are made in the image of a creating and creative God, we are called 
to (1) preserve and protect the natural world and (2) create culture and economic flourishing by 
stewarding the natural world (this is what some scholars call the “cultural mandate”). This is, in many 
ways, the theological foundation for our economic lives: God wants and requires us to work to bring out 
the unexploited potential of his world as part of our vocation.” 
  
“Every earthly kingdom has its own way of doing things, its own customs and policies regarding food, 
sex, family, and religion. And every kingdom has an economic policy. But when Jesus welcomes us into 
his alternate kingdom, something strange happens. We discover a whole new world. As we encounter this 
strange new world, we discover that the Jesus kingdom looks very different from the kingdoms to which 
we’ve grown accustomed.” 
  
“But King Jesus also has his own unique economic policies, his own economic program. In the West, our 
prevailing economic worldview sees people as self-interested individuals with limitless desires in a 
limited world, who seek to increase consumption and leisure by earning as much money as possible.” 
  
“Economics is the study of humanity’s consumption, production, and exchange of goods and services in 
order to steward King Jesus’s creation.” 
  
“When faced with such discrepancies between Jesus’s approach to our economic life and our culture’s 
approach, many of us sense we are falling short of the life God intends for us.” 
   
“We ourselves have been deeply deformed in our economic lives by living in kingdoms that fall short of 
God’s kingdom.” 
  
 “Where your heart is, there your treasures will go.” But while that’s true too, Jesus makes the opposite 
point here. “Where you put your stuff,” we might paraphrase, “will determine what happens to your 
heart.”  
 



“Accepting Jesus’s yoke, we will become wiser people better equipped to engage in this important 
question of public policy and economic justice. By practicing Jesus’s generous economy as the church, we 
will begin to become people capable of contributing to the common good.” 
 
“Worship is an economic issue. As discussed in the introduction, from Genesis to Revelation, we see that 
one of our Creator King’s primary qualities is his lavish generosity.” 
  
“Idolatry is an economic issue. When we read about the Israelites worshiping the god Baal in 1 Kings 18, 
we tend to think of them developing a preference for wooden idol images. But the primary attraction to 
Baal wasn’t a pretty statue; it was an economic promise.” 
  
“The New Testament teaches that money and greed are often the loudest and most appealing idols 
seeking to steal our attention. Paul declares that greed is idolatry, that to be greedy is to worship other 
gods (see Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:3).” 
  
 “The Bible also teaches us that the wages of our economic idolatry is death. “[People] who want to get 
rich,” Paul declares, “fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction.” (1 Tim. 6:9) “ 
  
“Contemporary economists describe people as homo economicus. This view defines people as being, at 
their core, solitary individuals whose lives are devoted to increasing pleasure through consuming more 
material goods and increasing leisure. The formula for achieving homo economicus happiness is pretty 
simple: get more services, consume more stuff, and work less.” 
  
“My pastor says that after nearly thirty years in ministry, he has never had anyone come to him to confess 
the sin of greed.” 
  
“Our lack of generosity in the midst of overwhelming affluence is both a cause of and a result of our 
idolatry.” 
  
“Becoming generous worshipers of King Jesus is good because generosity is good for us.” 
  
“Philanthropy often becomes little more than another way to gain power and prestige. Even the Pharisees 
knew that (see Matt. 6:1–4).” 
  
1. Giving shapes our hearts when our gifts are given to God.  
2. Giving shapes our hearts when our gifts reflect the heart of our King.  
3. Giving shapes our hearts when it builds community.  
4. Giving shapes our hearts when it follows the way of the cross.  
  
“But our generous King has given us an antidote: generosity. When we give back to God from the good 
gifts he has first given us, we wrench our economic practices away from idols and aim them at 
worshiping our King.” 
  
“Generosity is God’s gift to all of us, rich or poor, and participating in God’s work is a gift that shouldn’t 
be denied to anybody. In fact, when we truly believe it’s better to give than receive, we’ll work to make 
sure everyone gets the privilege of participating in generosity.” 
  
“Such giving embodies the kind of generosity that bears the sufferings of our neighbors and deepens the 
relationships between us. Practically speaking, we suggest (1) giving up something so you can give more, 
and seeking to give in such a way that your heart and life become further connected to others.”  
 



“The economic lives of the members of such a group, then, were aimed at the establishment, at great 
economic cost, of a community in which nobody in the group was in need (see Acts 4:34). This economic 
arrangement worked only because their lives were so oriented toward the group that they didn’t even 
consider their possessions their own but “had everything in common” (Acts 4:32 ESV).” 
  
“Indeed, that may be partially what was behind Paul’s famous instruction in 2 Thessalonians 3:10 
concerning the one who didn’t want to work. “Let him not eat!” Paul writes. But while we often read this 
as a common-sense statement of fact about the importance of individual self-sufficiency, Paul’s words 
actually take the form of a command. In other religious and cultural groups of Paul’s day, barring a 
person from the communal meal was a form of community discipline, and in any case, the command to 
not let a person eat only makes good sense in the context of a community in which people are contributing 
to a common meal. In other words, Paul recognized how precarious the Thessalonians’ potluck was and 
made it clear that everyone must contribute. To refuse to do so was to aim one’s economic life at oneself 
rather than the community. Paul wasn’t telling the Thessalonians that each person must pull themselves 
up by their individual bootstraps; he was instructing them that each person must do their part in 
preparing the potluck.” 
  
“Paul was confronting a problem well-known to any group whose economic survival depends on the 
contributions of others: What happens if people slack off? Apparently some in Thessalonica weren’t doing 
their part, and Paul told them God demanded they do so. But the point isn’t to work hard to achieve 
individual independence, as seen by the plural pronouns. The point is to work hard to become the 
interdependent people of God before the watching world.” 
  
“The Lord’s Supper feast made the kingdom of God, with its economy aimed at we and us rather than me 
and mine, habitable. When rich and poor walked into the sacred space of that church, they didn’t just taste 
the bread and wine. They tasted a new way of living, a new way of being human. Once you’ve entered the 
kingdom around that table, you’ll never be the same.” 
  
“From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible reflects Paul’s concern about work and reveals God’s heart for 
work as one of humanity’s highest callings. Indeed, as we saw in the introduction, work was part of God’s 
original creation, and though our work is broken by the fall, in Christ our work becomes part of how we 
live as coworkers with God (see 1 Cor. 3:9).” 
  
“When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It 
shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the 
work of your hands. (Deut. 24:19 ESV) Old Testament gleaning laws required that Israelite landowners 
leave the edges of their fields unharvested so that the most vulnerable people in the land could provide 
for themselves by harvesting these leftovers.” 
  
“The gleaning laws served as reminders to the Israelites that they themselves had experienced deep 
economic oppression and that Yahweh had liberated them because of his love for them. In Egypt, the 
slave state stole the fruits of Israel’s labor. In Israel, God called his people to leave some of the fruits of 
their labor in the field so that everyone might be able to work.” 
  
“Work is the normal, appropriate means by which people ought to provide for themselves. The Bible 
recognizes the dignity of all kinds of work, including types of work that many cultures, including our 
own, often deem “undignified.” So, for instance, God described the craftsmen who worked on the 
tabernacle as Spirit-filled (see Exod. 31:1–11), and Paul’s apostleship never led him to abandon his tent-
making trade (see Acts 18:3). Paul exhorted the Thessalonians to aspire to live quiet lives, working with 
their hands (see 1 Thess. 4:11–12), and declared that anybody who was unwilling to work shouldn’t eat 
(see 2 Thess. 3:10). In short, work is good, people ought to work if they can, and refusing to work to 
provide for oneself is sin.” 



  
“We are in a strange situation in the American church. Many of us have bought into an economic system 
in which we do not consider the wages we pay our workers or the availability of work for marginalized 
groups to be a moral issue. Many Christians believe it is legitimate to pay wages as low as a business can 
legally get away with. And then we shower the families of these same workers with turkeys at 
Thanksgiving and toys at Christmas!” 
 
“What do we do with this tension? Probably the most common option is simply to ignore the Old 
Testament. But Old Testament scholar Chris Wright argues for another option. Instead of simply trying to 
replicate the laws of the Old Testament, we ought to see the laws of Israel as a “paradigm” that can 
inspire us toward faithful, creative action in our very different context.” 
 
“The story of Solomon makes clear that idolatry to the gods of the nations went hand in hand with an 
economic policy that abandoned Yahweh’s commitment to relative equity for all in favor of an economy 
of extravagance for the king and his crew, an economy of forced labor and dispossession (see 1 Kings 4:1–
34; 12:1–33).” 
  
“(Acts 4:32–35) In other words, the new believers became a family. As a family, they took care of one 
another, no matter anyone’s economic class or geographic origin. Through worship, prayer, and sharing 
possessions, they became a new community capable of caring for all.” 
  
“African Americans were shut out of our nation’s largest wealth-building initiative: FHA-backed 
mortgages. African Americans were systematically excluded from Federal Housing Authority–backed 
mortgages from the 1930s through the 1960s; such mortgages represent the largest wealth-building 
initiative in US history, but black families were excluded because of the widespread practice of 
“redlining” (redlining refers to banks refusing to make loans in communities that had more than a few 
African Americans living in them). Lack of access to FHA-backed mortgages exposed African Americans 
to vicious predatory lenders. Excluded from normal mortgages, African Americans often ended up 
buying houses “on contract.” This practice allowed unscrupulous lenders to sell rent-to-own contracts to 
poor African American buyers, who unknowingly accepted all the responsibilities of homeownership 
while receiving none of the benefits.” 
 
“Impact investing (at least as we’re using the phrase) refers to financial investments that accept a lower 
financial return in exchange for a higher social return. Impact investing isn’t charity and it isn’t just good 
business. Instead, it represents a third space, yet another way God’s people can practice the King’s 
economy.” 
  
“Suggestions for impact investing at church include the following: Mobilize your congregation to invest 
their time and talents in wealth building and entrepreneurship. Gather together the business owners in 
your church and pair them with members or neighbors who have shown an interest in entrepreneurship. 
Within most churches are business owners, lawyers, accountants, IT folks, and many more. Your 
congregation has all the human capital resources the average microbusiness startup needs. Your church 
could even run a pitch competition for your community. You could also learn about the existing 
infrastructure in your community for aspiring entrepreneurs and find out how to support those involved. 
Organize church members to do impact investing in the community. Folks in your church could do 
impact investing together. Gather a small group to study the Equity Key chapters and then invest as a 
group. The Criterion Institute’s 1K Churches campaign provides a number of ideas along these lines, 
including.” 
  
“As our pains and sorrows testify, Adam and Eve did not obey God. Rather than becoming ministers of 
blessing as co-rulers with God, they became conduits of curses through blatant rebellion. Because God 
had entrusted the created world to humanity, humanity’s disobedience wreaked havoc throughout 



creation. The pain and curses that came out of Adam and Eve’s sin included every key relationship (as 
outlined in When Helping Hurts);8 even creation itself became subject to thorns, thistles, and the bondage 
of decay (see Gen. 3:16–19; Rom. 8:20–22). The catastrophe of human rebellion reverberated out into 
spiritual, personal, psychological, emotional, physical, relational, social, environmental, and economic 
brokenness.” 
  
“Worship, Community, Work, Equity, Creation Care, and Rest. These six keys have unlocked the door 
and welcomed us into the strange, Narnia-esque world of God’s economy we find in Scripture. We’ve 
encountered a God who calls us to aim our economic lives at love of God and love of neighbor (Worship 
and Community). We’ve discovered an economy designed to welcome every person to the potluck party 
of Jesus, where everyone gets to bring a plate (Work and Equity). And we’ve stood awestruck before the 
incomprehensible generosity of Jesus, who welcomes us into an incredible world (Creation Care) shaped 
by generous cycles of work and Sabbath (Rest).” 
 


