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INTRODUCTION 
1. I’ve admitted many things to this church from the pulpit.  
     a. Today, I’ll admit something else: I’ve never seen an entire episode of The Bachelor 
     b. It has absolutely no appeal to me at all.  
     c. For 10 years, people have tuned into ABC to see it and The Bachelorette spin-off. 

1) Most ladies enjoy the idea that, but In a combined 21 seasons, only one    
     relationship from the show has ever lasted.  

2. I do, however, know the premise of the series: to stay, you get a rose. 
     a. These woman/men will do practically anything to get one.  
     b. By the conclusion of this season, over 500 people will have been rejected. 
     c. Besides being starved for attention, why would you subject yourself to this? 
3. When it comes to rejection, we tend to avoid it at all cost. 
     a. As such, many of us refuse to even put ourselves in a situation near it.  
     b. Rejection, however, is a part of life. And today, we offer encouragement about it.  
     c. Even Jesus dealt with rejection. As we open up the Scriptures, let’s see how.  
 
VERSES 1-3 
1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began 
to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.   “Where did this man get these things?” 
they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? 3 
Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph,[a] Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters 
here with us?” And they took offense at him.   
 
*THE LOCATION:  Back in Jesus’ hometown, the Galilean village of Nazareth 
 
1. In ancient times, there were two marks of Inspiration/Moving of the Spirit:  
     a. This was Wisdom and Mighty Deeds 
     b. Note 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ  

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles . . . For God’s foolishness is wiser than  
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

     c. They had heard of his miraculous works, and heard his teaching. 
2. Like many people, they were AMAZED at Jesus.  
     a. Their amazement, however, wasn’t wide-eyed wonder. But, who is this guy? 
     b. Jesus had grown up there, and they new all about his lineage.  
3. The Two pronged assault on Jesus’ character. Still present in early church.  
     a. HIS MODEST FAMILY 
 1) His wasn’t an affluent family, but average people, not Messiah-hosting. 

2) SIDEBAR: Catholics and the perpetual virginity of Mary. 
  *Intention: protect divinity. Result: lessen his humanity. 
     b.  HIS SIMPLE VOCATION  

1) Tekton: we say carpenter, but translation is more likely stone worker. 
2) Note the nearby town of Sepphoris, new Roman city just three miles from Nazareth.  
3) Very likely that Jesus worked on the construction of this new capital  

4. Nazareth’s “offense” or rejection of Jesus, was a loss of grandeur  
     a. “Seeing the man behind the curtain.” We expect disappointment. 
 



VERSES 4-6 
4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his relatives and in his own 
home.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 He was 
amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 
 
1. Jesus succinctly explains their rejection of him. It’s about proximity. 
     a. No honor in your own backyard.  
     b. Seattle band The Head and the Heart in Ghosts summarize this tendency: 

“Is it any wonder why we all leave home? People say, ‘I knew you when you were six 
years old’ And you say, ‘But I've changed, I've changed, I've changed, I've 
changed.’” 

2. Verse 5 reveals that it’s a NON-MIRACLE STORY 
     a. He couldn’t use “dunamis” (power) there. 
     b. Just a few fortunate whose faith outweighed the communal skepticism 
3. In verse six it’s Jesus who is amazed: juxtaposed with people’s amazement. 
     a. Let’s think about this rejection of Jesus.  
     b. As difficult as it would be to be shunned among friends and neighbors . . . 
     c. Look at verse four: “Among his relatives” meaning family members.  
     d. We’re unsure who, but it’s likely those mentioned might have doubted. 
     e. Jesus was rejected by his family. If that’s you, take heart. 
 
VERSES 7-11 
7 Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them authority over impure spirits.  8 
These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 
9 Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 10 Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11 And if 
any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony 
against them.”  
 
1. After Jesus was rejected at home, he sent out his disciples to speak. 
     a. This was part of the deal when Jesus first called his 12 young students. 
     b. Mark 3:14-15 “He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to  

preach and to have authority to drive out demons.” 
     c. Now that they have been with him, they have to use this experience.  
     d. He gives them some specific announcements 
2. What to take and wear. 
     a. Specific staff, sandals, no extra shirts, and no food or money.  
     b. This was a similar style to the popular Cynic philosopher of Jesus’ day.  

1) Cynics challenged the aristocratic spirit of Greco-Roman society  
2) They also claimed a concept of mission, being “sent by Zeus,” 
3) Not only did they teach it, they acted it out.  

a) Showed shocking disregard for social conventions:  
b) Sleeping in storage jars, urinating, and engaging in sex in public.  
c) Texts- take “a poor man’s cloak, a begging bag, and a staff.”  

4) Jesus required his disciples to be even freer than Cynics of possessions 
3. What to do: GO, PREACH, STAY. 
     a. Jesus wanted his disciples to prepare for rejection.  
     b. 300  Rejecting the emissary was the same as rejecting the sender. 
     c. Wipe the dust off your feet. It had an OT feels to it.  

1) Nehemiah 5:12,13   “Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath
  to do what they had promised. I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, ‘In this way may  

God shake out of their house and possessions anyone who does not keep this promise. So may 
such a person be shaken out and emptied!’” 

 2) Eventually, we are to move on and accept rejection.  



 
VERSES 12,13 
 12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many demons and anointed many 
sick people with oil and healed them.  
 
1. The disciples were sent out with authority and used what Jesus gave them. 
2. The result: we don’t hear of the rejection, but focus on the positive.  
     a. Certainly they were rejected, but it paled in comparison to amazing success 
     b. One of the most painful experiences in the world: childbirth.  
 1) Women do this more than once. Why? The ability to ignore the negative. 
 2) We can develop a thick skin to rejection if we focus on the benefits 
 
CONCLUSION: LESSONS IN THIS TALE OF REJECTION 
1. Why does the sending story follow the rejection at Nazareth? 
     a. It was important for his followers to know that they even rejected him! 
     b. John 15:20 “Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me,  

they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.” 
2. But Jesus makes sure that they take a certain rejection posture: graciousness. 
     a. They were told not go out simply, with few possessions.  
     b. The rejection will not be based on what we have/don’t have 
     c. As believers, we need to watch our lifestyle.  

1) Don’t embarrass the Lord by seeking more than you need. 
2) Strike balance in the lifestyle that we seek.  

3. Finally, we will meet rejection as well as success 
     a. We cannot allow rejection to deter us from their mission.  
     b. Are you building relationships that are difficult to do? 
     c. Who are you exposing yourself to? Where will the rejection come from? 
4. Know that Jesus went before you and that God has your back: 
 
Hebrews 13:5,6 “God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’”  
 


