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INTRODUCTION 
1. An admission: I’m not a hugger. I’m sorry if this offends you. I like my personal space. 
2. Christian writer Jon Acuff lists the different kind of church hugs: 
     a. The Side Hug 

· The ideal hug for church settings; it says a care, but I like my space. 
     b. The Three Strikes and You’re Out Hug (three pats on back)  

· For interested parties, this is a trip to the friendzone. 
     c. The Circle of Something Something (hand goes in the circle around your back) 

·  This is a come-on (and two steps removed from a massage) 
     d. The Multitasker (handshake to hug) 
 · This is how men can do it and retain manliness 
     e. The Over/Under (arms above and below shoulder) 

· Perfect for sad moment on church retreat  
     f. The A frame (Hugging shoulders while bodies remain separate) 

·  Best done over church chairs during shake-and-howdy time) 
3 .Why do people like the hug? It’s the power of touch.  
     a. We are conditioned to need other people.  
     b. It affirms a more special relationship with people. 
     c. It relates to us a sense of love absent in our daily interactions  
 
TRANSITION: This morning, as we return to our study of the book of Mark, we’re actually examining 
two stories. We’re going to see two great stories of love (and touch) that should reveal to us 
God’s great love for us.  
 
VERSES 21-23 
 21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while 
he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his 
feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she 
will be healed and live.”  
 

1. Back into the book of Mark. Where are we? By the Sea of Galilee in North Israel.  
     a. Earlier in Mark, we read of Jesus going to the other side of Sea of Galilee  
     b. He was returning to the Jewish side of the lake. 
2. This is why it makes sense that there was a synagogue leader. 
     a. Synagogue derives from Greek word for “gathering.” 
     b. It was a response of decentralized temple worship in Jerusalem. 
     c. Worship was more localized, adding local importance.  
     d. The role of Jairus is his community was one of high-standing.  
 1) When anyone kneels, it’s notable. It’s a distinct posture (DEMONSTRATE) 

2) When a person of power kneels, it’s even more significant. 
a) Remember November 2009, Obama bowed to Japanese Emperor Akihito  

  b) Controversy: the bow is on behalf of his people/subjects 
3. The situation is what demands the reaction: his daughter was dying.  
     a. The reality of love: it will cause us to do things we would not normally do. 
     b. People will do anything for their children on a good day (Ex: Kae’s bday party).  
     c. In 2006, Quebecian villager Lydia Angiyou saw a polar bear going for her  

7 year old son. She ran towards and fought it off until another villager shot the bear. 
**While it’s not normal, love brings us to do out-of-character things. 

 



VERSES 24-29 
24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been 
subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent 
all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in 
the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately 
her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.  
 
1. The story is set up by large crowds. If you hate hugs, you hate crowded places. 
     a. Loss of personal space means you will get touched and not know it.  
2. A woman in the crowd was looking for healing from her bleeding for 12 years.  
     a. Even though I’m not a woman, I can have full sympathy for her plight.  
     b. She “suffered under doctors” is accurate when you see those cures. 

1) Drinking wine containing a powder of rubber, alum and garden crocuses.  
2) Onions cooked in wine while saying, ‘Arise out of your flow of blood!’”  
3) Sudden shock (like curing the hiccups) 
4) Carrying the ash of an ostrich’s egg in a certain cloth.”  

3. Why would the woman endure theses “cures”? It transcends physical illness. 
     a. Her condition would’ve made her spiritually unclean, limiting her worship. 
     b. Explanation from Torah about this condition.  

1) Leviticus 12:4,5 
Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding. She must not touch 
anything sacred or go to the sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. 5 If she gives birth to a 
daughter, for two weeks the woman will be unclean, as during her period. Then she must wait sixty-six 
days to be purified from her bleeding. 

2) Leviticus 15:19-23 
19 “‘When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her monthly period will last seven days, and 
anyone who touches her will be unclean till evening.  “‘Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and 
anything she sits on will be unclean. 21 Anyone who touches her bed will be unclean; they must wash their clothes 
and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 22 Anyone who touches anything she sits on will be 
unclean; they must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 23 Whether it is the 
bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, they will be unclean till evening.  

4. This is similar to Jairus’ approaching Jesus for help. 
     a. There’s a desperation behind the move. She’ll do whatever it takes.  
 1) Hearing of Jesus’ healing power, she believes a simple touch will work. 

2) She was freed (used again to later refer to her) 
*Let’s continue on with this story . . .  
 
VERSES 30-34 
 30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched 
my clothes?”  31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who 
touched me?’ ”  32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had 
happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”  
 
1. Jesus is so aware that he knows there was a healing touch“ 
     a. “Who touched me?” Seemed to be a ridiculous question to pose. 
     b. Why does it really matter to Jesus? 
     c. It is important for Jesus to make personal contact with the toucher  

1) He’s not a magic lamp. The healing meant something.  
2. The woman was likely frightened at stepping forward. 
     a. When she touched Jesus, she was still unclean.  

1) Understanding Lev15: Jesus would’ve been unclean because of touch. 
2) There could’ve been a retributive price for her action. 
3) Her joy at being healed motivates her. 
4) “Fear & Trembling” is a phrase associated with our approach of God.  

3. It wasn’t the touch or magic: she was healed because of her faith.  



     a. Go in “Shalom.” We know it best as peace. 
     b. In the O.T., shalom is salvific. She was saved through Christ. 
***Return to the first story of Jairus’ daughter. News reached that she was dead.  
 
VERSES 39-43 
39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 But they 
laughed at him.  After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, 
and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I 
say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they 
were completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her 
something to eat.  
 
1. Loud wailing and mourning were an integral part of Jewish funerals.  
     a. Affluent people actually hired people to wail professionally.  
     b. When Jesus said she was merely asleep, it would’ve seemed silly.  
2. He dismissed the wailers, and pulled in a small group to make it a teachable moment. 
     a. HE TOOK HER BY THE HAND. 
 1) This simple touch might not seem like much, but it was significant. 

2) Numbers 19:11,12 “Whoever touches a human corpse will be unclean for seven days. 12 They must purify 
themselves with the water on the third day and on the seventh day; then they will be clean.” 

 3) Jesus was again risking ceremonial uncleanness to do his work. 
     b. HE SPOKE TO HER.  

1) The phrase here is in Aramaic. This wasn’t Hebrew, but common speak. 
2) As leader of the synagogue, Hebrew would’ve been likely. 
3) Plus, it was a simple, natural statement for a waking child.  

3. A huge miracle masked in an everyday occurrence.  
     a. My favorite part of the story: get her something to eat. She’s hungry.  
     b. Two fold reason for doing this.  
  1) It proves that she was an actual person, not a spirit. 

 2) Just like Jesus: cares about the significant and the miniscule.  
 
CONCLUSION 
1. These two stories are distinct, but similar.   
     a. Both petitioners desire “salvation.”  
     b. Both petitioners at Jesus’ feet.  
     c. Both people healed are called “daughter.” [FEMALES]  
     d. Both involve twelve years  
     e. Both were ritually unclean 
     f. Fear and faith are both mentioned in these stories. 
2. The deeper link: Jesus’ power of touch to give life.  
     a. Obviously, the young girl was touched and she was given life back. 
     b. With the woman, flow of blood was stopped (blood was life force). 
3. Our tendency not to touch is indicative of my feelings.  
     a. When I touch, I take a risk. 
 1) Will they reciprocate? 
 2) What work will this mean to me? 
     b. I love this concept though: THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE TOUCHES. 
4. FOR US, A DUALISTIC PURPOSE: 
     a. Have you give your life to Christ? He longs to touch and heal you. 
     b. For believers, are you fearful of touching others? 
5. In 1898, Thomas Sullivan wrote a song covered (among others) by Elvis Presley.  

“He touched me, oh, He touched me . And oh the joy that floods my soul.  
Something happened and now I know He touched me and made me whole.” 


