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INTRODUCTION 
1. This past week was a sad one in our household as we laid my wife’s grandfather to rest. 
     a. He was almost 89 years old and lived in the same community his whole life. 
     b. He had a very small family: two kids and two grandkids (1 great grandkid) 
     c. Despite this, hundreds attended his visitation and funeral.  
     d. But he was Anderson County Deputy Clerk, later serving as THE Clerk, owner of the local  

market, a Kentucky Colonel, United Way Chairman, President of the local Red Cross  
chapter, a camp President, a member of the Gideons, and a Deacon at his local 
Baptist church. 

2. If you asked me to describe this man, I could only do so from a family connection. 
     a. Julian fulfilled multiple roles within his role: [grand]father, leader, Christian . . . 
     b. You might not have his influence, but you too fulfill these roles in your life. 
 1) Doesn’t mean you’re inauthentic, just that your relationships are many 
 2) I don’t speak the same to my daughter as to elderly folk or college students.  
3. So how ought we handle these many connections we maintain in life?  
     a. We’ll see it today as we examine the ever-expanding ministry of Jesus.  
     b. One of our church’s core values is CONNECTIVITY because it’s absolutely crucial. 
     c. We’re all about God and people. What does it mean to fuse connections? 
TRANSITION: In tonight’s text, Jesus interacts with FOUR SEPARATE GROUPS. 
 
VERSE 20 
20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat.  

 
1. The first group is CROWDS.  
     a. Jesus’ celebrity status meant that he was being followed by hundreds  
     b. Notice it got so bad that they were unable to eat.  

1) Not those Tums commercial where people are literally unable to eat. 
 2) They were crowding in the house, unable to live normally. 
     c. Think of the pressure the surrounded Jesus constantly.  
 1) Someone always wanted his attention.  
 2) If he always gave, he would’ve exhausted himself.  
2. Societally, we’ve tried to preach a gospel of relationship balance.  
     a. We look at the life of Jesus, and it seems that he kept those in tact. 
     b. Luke 4:42 says, “At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place . . . ” 
 1) Sometimes this becomes our excuse to dismiss the requests of crowds 
 2) We constantly clamor for our “me” time. But be fair . . .  
     c. Are you really investing into others, or are you holding the perimeter.  
 1) Even though Jesus was alone, he indulged the crowds.  

2) Honestly asses your crowd relationships: what’s your limitation? 
3) Are you merely holding back because you’re lazy.  

3. One last note: you’re never as good as the crowds think you are. 
     a. Humility is often sacrificed on the altar of egotism.  
     b. As Jesus shows, the calls of “Hosanna,” quickly turned to “Crucify.” 
 
VERSES 22-30 
22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub[c]! By the prince of demons 
he is driving out demons.” 23 So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 
And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s 



house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 28 I tell you the truth, all the 
sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is 
guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 He said this because they were saying, “He has an evil spirit.”  

 
1. The second group is CRITICS.   
     a. These Jewish religious leaders had traveled nearly 70 miles to check this out. 
     b. They levy two charges against the healing ministry of Jesus. 

1) Possessed by Beelzebub 
2) drives out demons by Beelzebub. 

     c. Pause to understand who is Beelzebub?   
 1) This picture is from the 1963 film. Ba’al Zebub = Lord of the Flies 

2) In the book, it talks about the turning of kids from good to evil   
3) The 1st Century understanding was that this was Satan.  

     d. The accusation is intended to discredit the ministry of Jesus.  
 1) That’s what critics do: disqualify the good that others achieve.  
2. Jesus uses a mini-parable to undermine their logical fallacy.  
     a. In accomplishing a goal, you can’t have inner turmoil.  
     b. This “housed divided” comment became a speech by Abe Lincoln (1868) 
 1) It also inspired the seal of the commonwealth of Kentucky. 
     c. The strong man parable shows sides are distinctive.   
 1) They could question the demon driving, but it couldn’t be Satan.  
3. What is this blasphemy of the Holy Spirit? 
     a. Recently atheists created the Blasphemy Challenge to openly mock God.  
     b. I can still disagree with other Christian works, but beware of calling Satan.  
     c. In claiming Jesus was Satan, they were accomplishing the will of Satan 
4. One last note: You’re never as bad as the critics think. 
     a. We must be able to listen to criticism thoughtfully and carefully.  
     b. That said, a relationship based solely on critique is no relationship at all. 
 
VERSES 21,31-33 
21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  ***** 31 Then Jesus’ 
mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told 
him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.  

 
1. The third group is CLANS.  
     a. Jesus’ family had known him 30 years with not much fanfare.  
     b. They then receive the news of the crowds that were following Jesus.  
     c. Something was not right; they were certain he was insane.  

1) The concept of “take charge” was a measure for his protection. 
2. This isn’t Jesus being a jerk. I always thought he was a bit harsh here. 
     a. The first century concept of family: social security.  
     b. Families would be responsible for generational care.  
     c. It was borne out of necessity and obligation.  
     d. Jesus was speaking into this cultural norm: there’s something more. 
3. His family could not comprehend what God had called him to do.  
     a. Many of you understand this from your personal life.  
     b. You have no support from your family in life or faith.  
     c. Cut them some slack; it’s hard to break preconceived notions.  

1) John 4:4 “Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.” 
  
 



VERSES 34,35 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s 
will is my brother and sister and mother.”  

 
1. The fourth group is CHRISTIANS.  
     a. Jesus defines the most important relationship connection.  
     b. How we interact with other Christians speaks beyond these worlds.  
     c. I’ve let this influence my personal verbiage.  
 1) When I was at my Christian College, a friend constantly used, “brother.” 
 2) Back then, I could only think of Hulk Hogan and his constant use of the phrase. 
 3) If I stop & think about it, I’m embarrassed I use it now, but I’m glad I do it. 
 4) I have two brothers, but many of you are just as important.  
2. This doesn’t have to be done negatively towards family. 
     a. What it does it links us to even more people for caring.  
     b. Acts 4:32-35 “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions  

was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons 
among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 

     c. From the movie Lilo and Stitch, “You are my family.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. So how do we form the truest relationship with Christ and with others? 
     a. My summation of doing the will of God: Don’t Sin.  
     b. 1 John 3:9,10 “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on  

sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of 
the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.” 

     c. This is pretty simple: aim to live holy lives (still dependent on his grace for our salvation).   
     d. As a result of following Christ, you are part of God’s family. 
2. But is this applicable beyond only my relationship with Christ? Of course! 
     a. If I build other connections based on my relationship with Christ, we wins.  
     b. Luke 6:31 “Do to others as you would have to do to you.” 


