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INTRODUCTION 
1. One of my favorite movie scenes of the last 20 years is from the movie Office Space   
     a. As a group of men are laid off from their software company, they enact revenge  

    on a frustrating printer by basically beating the tar out of it.  
     b. I think many of us relate because we’ve had similar experiences.  
2. The Oatmeal, a comic site on the web, perfectly captures some of my printer frustrations. 
     a. Their assertion: printers were sent from Hell to make us miserable. 
 1) You’re excited because they’re cheap, but NO CABLES 
 2) The software install is more complicated than quantum mechanics 
 3) The colored ink always runs out in different amounts.   
 4) Speaking of ink, it costs more than a kidney. 
     b. Perhaps my greatest frustration is printing out sheets with lost margins 
 1) It’s one of the reasons I’m trying to make the switch to iPad preaching. 

2) In printing a page, margins are supposed to surround the content 
 3) Our frustration surrounds losing valuable content to the margins. 
 4) MARGINS FORCE US TO DETERMINE WHAT’S IMPORTANT 
2. Today we begin the first of five controversy stories that Mark teaches. 
     a. These stories deal with Jesus’ interaction with people on the societal margins. 
     b. I hope this study will reveal to us a little about how we too must expose the margins. 
 
VERSES 1-4 
1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2 So many gathered 
that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him 
a paralytic, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in 
the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on. 
 

1. The story once again returns to the Galilean port town of Capernaum. 
     a. Most likely they were in Peter’s house, because Jesus frequented there.  
     b. Scholars believe it was winter time, because Jesus preferred preaching outdoors 
     c. The house is small, packed with people trying to catch a glimpse of him.  
     d. They weren’t gathered for healing (verse2); they wanted to hear his preaching. 
2. In verse 3, we’re introduced to some determined men. They’re looking for healing.  
     a. This isn’t about themselves, they want healing for their friend who is paralyzed.  
 1) Today’s technology allows quadriplegics to drive. 

2) If you were paralyzed in the ancient world, you were totally dependent. 
     b. The crowd was too large to carry him in through the front door.  
 1) Extreme option: through the roof. Not quite that crazy.  

2) Capernaum homes typically had flat roofs outside steps to the roof 
3) Extra space could have been used for multiple reasons (Pakistan rooftops).  

a) Beams were wall to wall, covered by vines then mud thatch  
b) The fact that they “dug up the roof ” seems historically accurate.  

 c. This occurrence, in the winter and the roof, obviously captured all attention. 
 d. “Mrs. Peter, hope you like your new sunroof!” “Hey, your mom is still alive, eh?” 
3. FOR US: These men cared deeply about the condition of their paralyzed friend  
     a. They LOVED their friend, but they also had FAITH in Jesus.  
     b. It is the perfect combination of God and the marginalized. 
     c. There’s a lyric in a song called The Black Parade by My Chemical Romance:  

"Son when you grow up would you be The savior of the broken, the beaten and the damned?" 
     d. Is this part of our DNA? Are we loving the unloved or just speaking it? 



VERSE 5 
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
 

1. Those familiar with the story (and those who aren’t) are probably confused here.  
     a. Why, after the hard work of these friends, did Jesus respond about sinning? 

1) I always imagine that one of them was ready to cuss. 
2) “All this work and hope and you don’t do anything at all?” 

     b. But Jesus sees an even greater deficiency than the ability to walk.  
     c. We fret far more over the physical than we should about the spiritual.  

1) Our physical state is subject and doesn’t have to hold us back.  
2) If you’ve ever been on a mission trip, you can attest to this.  
3) You’re shocked at how happy people living in poverty can be.   

     d. The physical is relative while the spiritual is eternal.  
2. I want us to notice one word- a word that drives this entire text.  
     a. The word is found in verse five- the word “forgiven.”   
     b. The word is “aphienti.” (Ah-fee-N-tee) Literally, it means “to dismiss.”  
     c. I’d like to suggest that in healing this marginalized, Jesus marginalizes his sin.  
3. Too many times we get caught up in our physicals selves while ignoring our souls.  
     a. Psalm 32:1-2 ‘Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the  

     man whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
 
VERSES 6,7 
6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? 
He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
 

1. It’s in this story that Mark introduces antagonists: the teachers of the law (Pharisees). 
     a. These were religious leaders of the day. Since plural here, they traveled in to hear. 
     b. They deliver a harsh reaction, levying the charge of blasphemy. Why? They know.  
     c. God’s prophets had announced forgiveness: “Nathan said to David, ‘Now the LORD has  

               put away your sin; you shall not die’” (2 Samuel 12:13).  

     d. Only God can forgive sins  “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to  
           anger . . . forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.” (Exodus 34:6-7) 

2. Thus, THE TEACHERS MARGINALIZED JESUS’ MAGINALIZATION OF THE MARGINALIZED SINS 
     a. Blasphemy is the act of violating the name of God.  
     b. Which Jesus would have been guilty of . . . if he hadn’t been God. 
     c. So before we’re too judgmental, appreciate their ignorant zeal.  
3. THERE’S A TWO-FOLD LESSON FOR US:  
     a. We need to avoid being blasphemous concerning Jesus Christ.  

*How do we do that? When we misrepresent who Jesus is. 
     b. We need to call out actual blasphemy concerning Jesus Christ.  

*Those who misrepresent who Jesus actually is.  
 

VERSES 8-12 
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, 
“Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins…” He said to the paralytic, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and 
walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!”  
 

1. One of the most important issues in the ancient world was honor.  
     a. There was a challenge-riposte phenomenon, which played out in public. 
     b. Here, the teachers are challenging Jesus, but are doing so internally. 
     c. But Jesus chooses to respond, to a challenge that was only thought of.  



2. There is a bit of a quandary at work in this story.  
     a. Theologically, it would’ve been easier to tell the paralyzed man to stand & walk.  

1) Forgiving sins requires divine authority, healing does not.  
     b. On the other hand, healing can be verified, while forgiveness cannot.  

1) It would be easier for a deceiver to claim forgiveness than perform healing.  
     c. So Jesus overcomes the quandary by doing both. 
     d. He heals the man (the empirically more difficult) as a demonstration that he has  
            the authority to forgive (the theologically more exclusive act).  
     e. In effect, ALL HIS HANDICAPS WERE MARGINALIZED 
3. Notice that he chooses words as the vehicle for the healing.  
     a. The same language, same mouth uttered the two exact phrases.  
     b. The first set had exponentially more power, but it’s the second ones that amazed.  
     c. It reaffirms the fact that there is power in the words of Jesus.  

1) Why is that we feel the need to show people how powerful we are? 
 2) When we try to be bold in our words, they’re like thoughts in our heads.  
 3) Psalm 18:30 “As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. The aspect of our faith that I appreciate most is our forced interaction with other people.  
     a. Today, many younger Christians focus on the plight of society’s marginalized. 
 1) This is a very valuable thing.  
 2) In it’s early days, the church became known for ministry to widows & orphans. 
 3) The marginalized: the unloved and unwanted found a family in the church.  
     b. This is something that we need to continue to practice today.  
 1) We should always seek the margins so that people know they belong.  
2. But as we minister to the marginalized, there is a problem that some are guilty of.  
     a. We can marginalize Jesus in ministering to the marginalized. 
 1) This seems impossible, doesn’t it? But it can happen. 
     b. This past week, an article floated around the internet by a Tom Ehrich.  
 1) Former Episcopal priest asked what if America was really a Christian nation. 
 2) My issue: nowhere in here did he discuss the spiritual/eternal component to Christ. 
  a) This is how we marginalize Jesus: simplifying his ministry.   
  b) We believe, “Jesus filled the physical need before caring for their spirit.” 
  c) This just wasn’t the case.  

d) He was doing both, but the eternal was most important 
3. Are you guilty of marginalizing Jesus? 
 Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 
 


