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INTRODUCTION 
1. When do you open your Christmas presents? 
     a. I was talking to a guy from Venezuela about Christmas this week. 

1) He said they open up presents at midnight on the 24th 
 2) My family was never like this. So when’s the best time to do it? 
     b. 24th Christmas Eve   
 1) Positive: You get your presents earlier 
 2) Negative: Christmas Day feels somewhat hallow. 
     c. 25th Christmas Morning  
 1) Positive: It’s how God intended it (just kidding). 
 2) Negative: You’re still groggy and not quite as happy in the morn 
     d. 26th Boxing Day: for servants unable to celebrate on Xmas day. [slide] 
 1) Positive:  It’s Christmas Plus! Let the celebration continue. 
 2) Negative: You’ll miss out on all those post-Christmas sales. 
     e. 31st New Year’s Eve  
 1) Positive: Huge savings on gifts/wrapping paper. 
 2) Negative: People will question your Christianity. 
2. As much as people are flexible, they will rarely change their Christmas traditions.  
     a. This is why the holidays spark some terrific incidents of family conflict.  
     b. When someone marries or a grandkid is born, holiday traditions are at risk.  
     c. People guard their traditions closely and refuse to move from them.  
3. Moving toward Christmas, we observe a couple of trends: 
     a. The first, is this nostalgia of what was and this fear to change our traditions. 

1) Often, it’s the source of angst around this season. 
     b. The second is the spirit of anticipation. 

1) But this very emotion—a longing—has long been part of the season. 
2) That’s the relief we see when we read Luke 2 (the text we read earlier in the service).  
3) But the anticipation predates the nativity by almost 700 years.  

4. This morning, let’s discuss a text written long before Jesus that speaks of his birth. 
     a. It is written by the prophet named Isaiah 

1) The name Isaiah means "Yahweh is salvation”  
     b. Remember that the prophets carried the message of God to the people.   

1) Isaiah is going to show them how God will save them. 
 
VERSES 1,2 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 2 The people 
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  

 
1. This section of Scripture is actually a song; it’s the very first Christmas carol 
     a. The precursor of this song is darkness, as a heaviness covered the land. 

1) This darkness was the fear of being conquered/killed by an army. 
 2) In the Old Testament, it was Assyria and Babylon. In the New Testament, Rome. 
 3) Just earlier Isaiah had described those bringing darkness in the land. 
     b. Isaiah 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness  

 for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” 
1) What is our culpability for the darkened world in which we live? 

 2) You see, today there is darkness caused by the sin in the world.  
      a) But sometimes we live in the dark willingly, choosing to keep the lights off.  



      b) This is the reference in v1 to God humbling the people in Zebulun/Naphtali. 
     c. Yet the song transitions from a minor to a major key.  
 1) The lands described in one were northern areas of the land of Israel. 
 2) Conquering armies always invaded Israel from the northern trade route. 
2. The text describes a sunrise across the northern landscape; light breaks through the dark 
     a. A metaphorical darkness covered God’s people across generations.  
     b. This hymn was appropriate, singing of The One coming who would shatter the dark. 
     c. They were looking forward to the coming of Christ.   

1) The word Christ means, “anointed one” or “God’s elected one.”  
 2) They weren’t sure of who or when, so this text resonated through years. 
     d. Isaiah promised an end to their gloom; their darkness would cease.   
     e. In this Christmas season, this message is something many need to hear.  
3. National Institute of Health released a study showing that Christmas cheer is elusive.  
     a. There are higher rates of depression during this time of year. 
     b. Incidences of suicide and attempted suicide are higher during the holidays. 
     c. Why? Among other reasons, the darkness of the past and colder weather. 
     d. The message of hope: fear not, light is dawning.  
 
VERSES 3-5  
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as 
warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and 
every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
 
1. Notice the change in song lyrics: earlier, darkness was the consuming theme. 
     a. When it gets dark, there’s nothing to see. No light means no view of reality.  
     b. Here is v3, we read language of replacement: to enlarge, increase, and rejoice. 

1) Two types of joy are discussed: harvest and diving plunder 
2) These were incidents when there was a payoff.  

     c. The ministry of the Christ would bring joy to the people of Israel.   
2. Isaiah compares the Messiah’s ministry to Midian’s defeat.   
     a. The defeat of Midian was a big deal to the Jews.    
     b. I like the movie Dodgeball whose tagline was, “A true underdog story.” 
     c. In Judges 6,7, we find an underdog in Gideon the judge. 

1) Gideon led 300 men to defeat thousands of Midianite troops 
2) This follows a trend of reversal in the Bible: a shocking victory giving God glory. 
3) Like Gideon, the Christ would lead a huge upset and shock the world.  

  4) This is seen in the language of victory: with a warrior’s boot and bloody garments. 
3. And let’s focus on one of the specific examples of victory: the shattering the yoke.  
     a. A yoke was a wooden beam, normally used between a pair of oxen  
     b. The Assyrians used yoke on their slaves: a means of forcing labor upon captives.   
     c. Subservient groups were always a great source of physical labor. 
     d. But the Christ would come to end their captivity. He breaks the yoke. 
     e. Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He  

has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free.”   

 
VERSE 6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
1. This verse shows us how God enacts change. 
     a. Most would say change comes through might—power or technology. 



     b. Biblically, however, God enacts change unexpectedly.  
     c. It’s a reversal of the norm. Here, change comes through a child. 
     d. It’s affirmed in1 Corinthians 1:27 “God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those  

who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful.” 
2. The government would be on his shoulders 
     a. This is a reference to Psalm 72:10-14 

“He will rule from sea to sea and from the rivers to the ends of the earth. All kings will bow down to him and 
all nations will serve him. For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 
He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death. He will rescue them from 
oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his sight.” 

     b. He would be a monarch: King of Kings and Lord of Lords  
     c. Think of the Christmas narrative in Matthew: we see Magi come to the infant child. 

1) Magi themselves were kings and rulers.   
2) That was the prophecy of Isaiah 9 and Psalm 72 was being fulfilled.   

3. Remember that this is a hymn.  
*It’s poetic then, that Handel in 1741 wrote the hymn “The Messiah” for which we remember this. 
     a. Wonderful Counselor.  

1) In those days a counselor was a teacher. A Rabbi.  
2) Was Jesus actually a wonderful counselor?  

a) At age 12, Jesus amazed the religious leaders of his day. 
     b) In John 7:46, a Roman guard said of him, “No one ever spoke the way this man does.”  
     c) Today, 2,000 years after his death no one still speaks the way Jesus did.  

     b. Mighty God.  
1) The Christ would be not only human, but also fully divine.  

      a) That baby in the manager actually created the entire universe. 
      b) Think about the reversal here: nothing is as powerless as a baby.  

2) That God is mighty isn’t even questioned by us. Our world is in a quest for might. 
      a) The movie Limitless with Bradley Cooper sums up this desire.  
      b) Humans are always limited in what they can do but God is not. 
      c) While we think of Jesus as meek and mild, these weren’t his only attributes.  
      d) This baby would have the ability to transform the world. 

3) Psalm 66:3, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you.”  
     c. Everlasting Father.  

1) Everlasting means he never gets tired, never wears out, and never dies.   
2) Isaiah 40:28, “The Lord is the everlasting God. He never grows tired or weary. He strengthens the weak/tired.” 
3) He is not only everlasting but he is like a father.   
     a) The Scriptures use this to show God’s love, care, and concern for creation.   

      b) Our sometimes negative views of fathers can corrupt this imagery. 
  1) Maybe your father never measured up to these expectations. 
  2) But God fully cares for us—his children—in his concern for us.   

3) 1 John 4:9 "This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only son into the world that  
me might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins." 

      c) Our ever lasting father is defined by love. Brennan Manning writes,  
"God loves you unconditionally as you are and not as you should be, because you are never going 
to be as you should be. God loves you in the morning sun and evening rain, without caution or 
regret.  God is love without motive." 

     d. Prince of Peace.  
1) When the angels approached the shepherds in the Christmas story . . .  
2) … they announced the coming of the Christ they tell the shepherds. 
3) Luke 2:13 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
4) Peace is elusive in our world. It’s difficult to find. 



a) Perhaps this is why this role of the Christ child is emphasized so much. 
     b) There was much chaos surrounding the arrival of Jesus.  

  1) There was national anticipation for a Messiah.  
  2) There was a tumultuous political situation in Palestine.  
  3) But for one night, there was peace. 

     c) And one day there will be no terror, no anxiety, no conflict.   
1) Peace will not be temporary or interspersed.  
2) The Prince of Peace will finally come.   

 
CONCLUSION 
1. And so we wait with eager anticipation for Christ’s return just like they awaited his coming.  
2. Anticipation of change could be frightening, but with Jesus, peace would come. 
3. This pre-Christmas hymn, reminds me of another anticipation hymn in a minor key. 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel:  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
	


