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SYNOPSIS (from book cover) 
Where does technology belong in the biblical story of redemption? Believers and unbelievers alike are 
saturated with technology, yet most give it little if any thought. Consumers buy and upgrade as fast as 
they can, largely unaware of technology's subtle yet powerful influence. In a world where technology 
changes almost daily, many are left to wonder: Should Christians embrace all that is happening? Are there 
some technologies that we need to avoid? Does the Bible give us any guidance on how to use digital tools 
and social media? 
 

  
 
“One of the most dangerous things you can believe in this world is that technology is neutral.”  
 
 “And when we run into technology failures and problems—dropped calls, the Blue Screen of Death, 
smog, and so on—let’s not curse our tools like fools do. Instead, when the medicine no longer works, let 
us redirect our hope away from our tools and to the one who will restore all human things, human souls, 
human bodies, and human creations.”  
 
“And yet, this apparent diversity is actually a carefully crafted illusion. If you look closely—brushing 
aside skin color, favorite religious texts, and socioeconomic status—you’ll see that my neighbors and I 
have something in common that transcends all of our differences and orders nearly every part of our lives. 
It’s obviously not our cultural heritage nor our common upbringing. It’s not the place we live nor our 
hatred of the August heat in Texas. The one thing that transcends all cultural, religious, and age 
boundaries, the one thing that is common among rich and poor and young and old, is the fact that we all 
share a lifestyle thoroughly saturated with technology.” 
  
“Because of all this technology, our world has changed so drastically over the last fifty years that the 
biblical character Abraham of 2000 B.C. would probably have more in common with Abraham Lincoln of 
the early 1800s than Lincoln would have with us in the twenty-first century.” 
  
“Texans should have air-conditioning. But when it comes to technology, each generation sees the issue 
from a slightly different perspective. Douglas Adams, author of Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, once 
grouped technology into three categories. First, “everything that’s already in the world when you’re born 
is just normal.” Then, “anything that gets invented between then and before you turn thirty is incredibly 
exciting and creative and with any luck you can make a career out of it.” Finally, “anything that gets 
invented after you’re thirty is against the natural order of things and the beginning of the end of 
civilisation as we know it until it’s been around for about ten years when it gradually turns out to be 
alright really.”5 In other words, each generation is equipped with a different myth concerning technology. 
The faster technology develops and the less perspective we have, the more stratified our myths become.” 



  
“In 1850, the average life expectancy of someone living in North America or Europe was around thirty-
eight years.8 But today, the average life expectancy is well over seventy years. That means that in less 
than two centuries, technology advanced to a point where it doubled the length of our lives.” 
  
“In biological terms humanity is known as homo sapiens (“knowing man” or “wise man”), but our true 
nature is that of homo faber (“making man” or “skilled man”) because we advance our kind through the 
things we make.” 
  
“But God also put limits on Adam’s creative powers. The command to “cultivate the garden” was coupled 
with the command to “keep the garden.” That word keep can also mean “guard” or “watch over,” and it 
conveys the idea that Adam was not only to shape the garden but to maintain something of its original 
form. He was not to overcultivate it or use its raw materials in a way that would unnecessarily harm it or 
God’s creatures.” 
  
“With each creative act, he would be making decisions about what matters and how things should be 
done. As he modeled behaviors to Eve and their children—and then Adam’s children in turn modeled 
those same behaviors to their children—Adam’s choices would form the basis of what these people 
considered important and meaningful.” 
  
“The English term technology is composed of two Greek words: téchnē, which means “craft, skill, or art,” 
and logía, which refers to the systematic study of a subject. But unlike the way we have been discussing 
technology, the Greek term téchnē referred to a person’s skill in making things, not the tools they used to 
do so.” 
  
“Today our technological creations still honor God, and they are still a reflection of his creativity. But we 
must be careful not to believe the lie that the right tools will enable us to live independent from our 
Creator, the sustainer of life. Medicine may help us live longer, but we all still die in the end. And 
microphones might help us reach more people, but only a movement of God’s Spirit can save them. The 
deception of technological salvation was born out of those fig leaves, and as we pick up the biblical story 
outside the garden, we will find this deception growing ever stronger.” 
  
“This is in part because the city is humankind’s first idol, the first attempt to use our creative powers to 
dislodge God from his place of preeminence and his rightful status as the sustainer of life. We use our 
idols fundamentally as a way of meeting our needs apart from God, and this is our greatest temptation 
with technology—to use it as a substitute for God.” 
  
“In The City of God, Augustine goes on to say of the city that, /By craving to be more, man becomes less; 
and by aspiring to be self-[sufficient], he fell away from Him who is [truly sufficient for him].’” 
  
“Cain’s offspring—those born in the anti-garden at the center of humankind’s rejection of God—
developed (1) animal husbandry, (2) art and music, and (3) metal tools.10 Incredibly, these three areas—
agriculture, art, and technology—broadly summarize human culture. Even today, these three categories 
apply to how our society operates.” 
  
“In the Greek New Testament, Jesus and his father’s job title is the Greek word tektōn, which is related to 
our English term “technology.” As we saw in chapter 4, tektōn meant “artisan” or “skilled worker” in 
Jesus’ day, and tradition has long held that the kind of skilled work that Jesus and Joseph did was 
carpentry.” 
  
“Yet when God created the nation of Israel, he began to hint that he would not only restore humanity; he 
would also restore many of the creations of humanity, including the city. This begins with God 



commanding the Israelites to designate six of their cities as places of refuge for foreigners (Num. 36:15). 
God was asking his people to use cities in a way that was contrary to their built-in tendencies of use. 
Instead of using them to keep foreigners out, the Israelites were to use them to invite people in. God also 
chose the city of Jerusalem as the place where he would dwell with his people, first in the tabernacle and 
later in the temple of Solomon. But even the presence of God in Zion could not make a people broken and 
twisted by sin follow the Law and live holy lives. Even God’s handcrafted cultural goods and practices in 
his chosen city could not save his people.” 
  
“Some scholars have argued that, in reference to Joseph and Jesus, the word tektōn should be translated 
“stonemason” rather than “carpenter” because Jesus grew up in Nazareth at the time when the nearby 
city of Sepporus was being built. The main material in the region was stone instead of wood, and 
Sepporus was built from that stone, so its builders would have employed masons instead of carpenters. 
Of course, there is no way to know for certain whether the kind of tektōn (“skilled work”) that Joseph did 
was that of carpentry or masonry, but in either case Jesus’” 
 


