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INTRODUCTION 
1. Each year, Forbes Magazine releases a fictional 15 list. 
     a. The list is comprised of the fifteen richest fictional characters. 
     b. It excludes purely mythological characters and (now) Santa Claus (since he’s real). 
     c. The top four of the 2013 list is the following 
 4) Tony Stark (Iron Man) $12billion 
 3) Carlisle Cullen (Twilight) $46billion 
 2) Smaug the Dragon (Hobbit) $54billion 
 1) Scrooge McDuck at $65billion 
2. I love how a reputable economic magazine would mess with something like this.  
     a. Isn’t there enough real world content about wealth to keep people interested? 
     b. But maybe this is just the reflection of a country with a capitalist system of economics  
     c. The AMERICAN DREAM: the ability of an everyday person to become wealthy. 
3. This chases an opening conversation in Ecclesiastes about meaninglessness 
     b. The author observed much that just didn’t make sense. Thus far . . . 
     c. EVERYTHING, WISDOM, PLEASURE, WORK, INJUSTICE, ISOLATION, DREAMS, WORDS 
     d. This morning, we look at wealth. 
 
VERSES 8-12 
8 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised at such things; for 
one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still. 9 The increase from the land is 
taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. 10 Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.11 As goods increase, so do those who consume 
them. And what benefit are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them? 12 The sleep of a laborer is 
sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, their abundance permits them no sleep. 
 
1. It’s difficult for some to find enjoyment because their life situations cannot be changed. 
     a. This is a repeated contention throughout Ecclesiastes, as done here in VS 8,9 
     b. This is the issue of INJUSTICE that’s been discussed. Some people get rich off the poor 
     c. My pet-peeve as an urbanite: pay-day loans and tax-prep places. 
 1) Observe their business model and you can see that the poor pay dearly. 
 2) Unfortunately, in some cases, wealth is made at the expense of defenseless. 
2. People who decimate the poor add wealth, but it doesn’t solve everything for them. 
     a. People place too much confidence in money to solve every issue. 
     b. VS 10: If you live for money, YOU WILL NEVER BE SATISFIED. 
3. VS12 is a dose of reality: being lower economically is not a bad thing. 
     a. Better to be poor/do physical labor than to be wealthy and worry excessively 
     b. In the wisdom of the late Biggie Smalls: “Mo’ Money, Mo’ Problems.” 
	
VERSES 13-17 
13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners,14 or wealth lost through 
some misfortune, so that when they have children there is nothing left for them to inherit. 15 Everyone comes 
naked from their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that 
they can carry in their hands. 16 This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they 
gain, since they toil for the wind? 17 All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger. 
 
1. Interesting that wealth hoarded is usually labeled evil because of selfishness. 
     a. Here, the teacher calls out the futility of the hoarding for uncertainty in the future. 
     b. It’s pointless to put all trust into one’s wealth since the outcome is unpredictable.    
2. Citizen Kane, made in 1941, is one of the greatest movies ever made. 
     a. As a child living in poverty, Charles Kane was absolutely happy in life. 
     b. With the American Dream, he uses wealth to buy love or make others miserable. 



     c. SPOLIER ALERT: his last word is Rosebud, seen on sled as possessions are burned.  
     d. The movie’s lesson is that Kane could never recoup the happiness of his youth.  
     e. Job 1:21 says “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.” 
3. If you read verses16/17: all is meaningless since life is about working for nothing. 
 
*Now we skip to the next chapter 
 
6:1-6 
I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on mankind: 2 God gives some people wealth, 
possessions and honor, so that they lack nothing their hearts desire, but God does not grant them the ability to 
enjoy them, and strangers enjoy them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 
3 A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no matter how long he lives, if he cannot enjoy 
his prosperity and does not receive proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 4 It comes without 
meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. 5 Though it never saw the sun or knew 
anything, it has more rest than does that man— 6 even if he lives a thousand years twice over but fails to enjoy his 
prosperity. Do not all go to the same place? 
 
1. Those born rich or poor are random: why were you born into your family? 
     a. Those who are rich have all they could ever want but it doesn’t always work out. 
     b. Again, we see that extreme wealth does not help make a person happy. 
     c. A Princeton study that showed once wealth surpassed $50-75K annually, 
 joy doesn’t increase that much more.  
2. The Teacher says that it’s better for someone to never have been born than have wealth.  
3. The story of Mack Metcalf who won $65 million in a Kentucky lottery in 2000. 
     a. He drunkenly gave away half a million dollars to a former girlfriend; 
     b. Died in 2003 at 45 of alcoholism. 
     c. Metcalf’s second wife, Virginia, who shared his jackpot, bought a mansion, surrounded  
          herself with stray cats, and died of a drug overdose the same year Mack died. 
     d. Even when we think it’s enough, it’s never enough. 
 
*Now let’s return to the end of chapter five 
 
VERSES 18-20 
18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to find 
satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. 
19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot 
and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps 
them occupied with gladness of heart. 

 
1. The Teacher rejects the thought that success is permanent. 
     a. In essence, we must reject that prosperity equals invincibility. 
2. So what’s better than wealth? Finding joy in the little things. 
     a. Instead of chasing wealth in life, accept what you’ve been given.  
     b. This isn’t a biblical admonition to settle in life, but to find contentment in life. 
3. VERSE 20 reminds us not to fall into worship of eras past. 
     a. If we’re content in him, nostalgia will not lord over us. 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. To redeem this wisdom, we followers of Jesus need to embrace generosity. 
     a. When we’re generous, acting like stewards, we’re nearing God’s ideal. 
2. Our model in this is Jesus Christ. 
John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends.” 
3. Wealth is discovered in aligning our lives to the movement of God, 


