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INTRODUCTION 
1. In 1909, George Spencer Millet, worked for Met Life Insurance as an errand boy.  
     a. The ladies in the office were quite smitten with him.  
     b. On his 15th birthday, they promised to kiss him for each of his years  
     c. When they followed through and descended upon him, he screamed “I’ve been stabbed,”  
     d. He forgot he had an ink eraser (six inch knife) that stabbed his heart when he evaded.  
     e. He died before getting to hospital. 
2. Weird story, huh? Why tell it? BECAUSE ON HIS TOMBSTONE, his family wrote 
     a. “Lost life by stab falling on ink eraser, evading six young women trying to give him birthday  

kisses in office metropolitan life building.” 
     b. I love that total honesty that has lasted over 100 years. 
     c. Without it, do we have any idea who George Millet is? 
3. You might say you prefer Honest Words, but do you really? 
     a. Do you want to speak honest words: How do I look? How’s my hair? Will I be successful? 
     b. Do you want to receive honest words: Am I doing OK? Am I crazy? 
4. This morning, we open up the Bible to read a call for brutal honesty with God. 
     a. This chases an opening conversation in Ecclesiastes about life under the sun. 
     b. The author saw much that didn’t make sense.  
     c. WISDOM, PLEASURE, WORK, INJUSTICE, ISOLATION. 
2. This morning’s text, dealing with HONEST WORDS, is a chiastic structure. 
     a. The first and last part of the chiasm (VS 1-7) will be parallel concepts. 
     b. In between the bookends, there will be some honest talk: DO NOT statements. 
 
VERSE 1 
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do 
not know that they do wrong. 
 
1. Be careful when you enter into worship. 
     a. Recently, my daughter did a school project on Lithium, a subject I knew nothing about. 
     b. The element is extremely volatile. It’s a reminder of the world’s danger.  
     c. Now look at how we worship: we walk in with coffee. We look forward to the show. 
 1) The Teacher is saying that this is an experience we should deeply contemplate. 
2. Think about POSTURE: we should be prepared to listen for the Lord.  
     a. The call of today’s text is for us to carefully measure our words. 
     b. When we go to church to offer us instead of receiving from God, it’s a sacrifice of fools. 
     c. Something I’ve learned from my transition from being a “minister” to an “elder” 
 1) Instead of preaching, I should be LISTENING. Still, I want to bring my thoughts 

2) Sacrifice in worship is my giving me to the Lord, not offering my opinions. 
3. The end of VS1 describes the opposite of listening: “Fools who do not know.”  
     a. What the Teacher describing is about rending not ritual 
     b. Understand the Old Testament habit of garment rending 
     c. Joel 2:13 “Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is  

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.” 
 
VERSES 2,3 
2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and 
you are on earth, so let your words be few. 3 A dream comes when there are many cares, and many words mark the 
speech of a fool. 
 
1. This DON’T is both pragmatic and spiritual advice. 
     a. Perhaps you are a better person than I: you can mute yourself in anger 



     b. My tendency is to speak too quickly, forcing me to apologize when I was wronged. 
     c. Many of the problems in my life would be solved if I only listened more than I spoke 
2. Note that this isn’t just ambiguous proverbial advice: it’s talking about God.  
     a. Specifically, when people went to the temple to make a deal (oath/vow) with God. 
     b. It was habit to make oaths in this era: IF GOD DOES ____, THEN I’LL RESPEOND WITH ____. 
     c. People were warned of this in Leviticus 5:4,5 

“If anyone thoughtlessly takes an oath to do anything, whether good or evil  . . . when anyone 
becomes aware that they are guilty in any of these matters, they must confess in what way they 
have sinned.” 

3. Verse 3: dreams would have been results that the oath-taker would have been hoping for. 
     a. If you’ve ever uttered the phrase “I’d give anything if I could . . .” 
     b. You really wouldn’t give anything. You say it because it’s foolish; you wouldn’t do it. 
     c. You wouldn’t do it with God because he has the power to enforce the vow. 
 1) Verse 2 says LET YOUR WORDS BE FEW. Don’t talk about life; just live your life. 
 
VERSES 4-6 
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  
5 It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. 6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin.  
And do not protest to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say 
and destroy the work of your hands?  
 
1. You might think that this text holds little relevancy to us today. 
     a. We don’t go to the temple and make these kinds of vows.  
     b. But there is a lesson for us to learn today. 
2. In the Kubler-Ross five stages of grief, the third stage is BARGAINING. 
     a. We might not make a vow today, but we could easily try to bargain with God. 
     b. These verses give some advice on how to react if we are led to bargain with God. 
     c. See verse 5: if in doubt, don’t make a vow in the first place. 
     d. It’s better not to bargain if you’re not going to live up to your words. 
3. When then see two key lessons in verse 6. 
     a. Don’t let your mouth lead you into sin. This is a no-brainer. 
     b. And don’t lie by saying that your vow was a mistake.  

c. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount gave great counsel: “All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or     
      'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” 

 
VERSE 7 
7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 
 
1. Among other things mentioned in this book, dreams and words are meaningless. 
2. For some, it’s difficult to grips with the possibility of a healthy fear of God. 
3. The fear ought to consist of Honest Words before the Lord as he knows.  
4. Psalm 139:1-3 

“You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you 
perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with 
all my ways.” 

 
CONCLUSION 
1. I’m going to close this thing out with a Harry Potter illustration. 
     a. In Sorcerer’s Stone, there’s the Mirror of Erised (backward Erised is “Desire”). 
     b. In it, Harry saw his dead parents and kept going to see it. 

c. When Dumbledore saw it, he warned Harry not to get caught up in it. 
“It shows us nothing more or less than the deepest, most desperate desire of our hearts . . . However, this mirror 
will give us neither knowledge or truth. Men have wasted away before it, entranced by what they have seen, 
or been driven mad, not knowing if what it shows is real or even possible.” 



2. When my hopes for life are DREAMS and my use of God is to leverage him in order to obtain  
     those dreams, I haven’t added any meaning to life.  
     a. Thus, dreams are meaningless and we need to fear God. 
     b. 1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear  

has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 


