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INTRODUCTION 
1. This morning, we start a study on the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes 
     a. These are the types of books I both love and hate to study. 

1) I love it because few are familiar with them and have studied them in church 
 2) I hate it because they’re more of a challenge for which to prepare. 
     b. That said, my synopsis of the theme of the book is this won’t end well. 
 1) It’s a book that needs to be viewed broadly, so individual texts will be rough 
 2) Ecclesiastes is a blunt book the wrestles with mortality head-on. 
 3) It’s why we’re calling the series “THIS WON’T END WELL.” 
2. The series image is from Shel Silverstein’s, “Where the Sidewalk Ends” 
     a. There’s a poem that concludes that book entitled, “The Search” 

I went to find the pot of gold 
That's waiting where the rainbow ends. 
I searched and searched and searched and searched 
And searched and searched, and then-- 
There it was, deep in the grass, 
Under an old and twisty bough. 
It's mine, it's mine, it's mine at last... 
What do I search for now? 

 
VERSE 1 
The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:	
 
*Let’s explore the authorship of the book. 
1. It was long believed that Solomon, Son of David, was the author of Ecclesiastes  
     a. 1 Kings 5:12 “The LORD gave Solomon wisdom, just as he had promised him.” 
     b. But there are some issues. 

1) The Hebrew is more developed than that present around 1000BC (Solomon’s time). 
2) The phrase “son of David” could refer to any legitimate Davidic descendant. 

2. So if Solomon wasn’t the author, then why imply that it was? A couple of thoughts. 
     a. If truly written later, it’s read like wisdom from beyond the grave. 
     b. Let’s go back to the main first word here: TEACHER 

1) The word is the title of the book: Qoheleth from Qa’hal, which means, “to gather.” 
 2) In Greek, it’s Ecclesiastes (ekklesia). The best translation would be THE ASSEMBLER. 
 3) Since this is a book of wisdom, it might seem like the writer ASSEMBLED wisdom. 
 4) This word always refers to people; so this Teacher brought people together. 
     c. So a king could’ve assembled the crowd in order to dispense the wisdom. 
     d. KNOW THIS: The burden of authorship in the OT is not as critical as in the NT. 
 1) And look at Hebrews in the NT: it isn’t entirely critical to the words of the book. 

2) The wisdom of wisdom literature is this: 
   a) The content rises above the author 

b) All wisdom is God’s wisdom. All truth is God’s truth. 
c) Who the exact author was doesn’t change this wisdom. 

 
VERSE 2 
2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 
 
1. The popular old English translation is: vanity of vanities, all is vanity.	
     a. The Hebrew word here is “hevel.” It occurs 30 times in the book of Ecclesiastes. 
     b. It’s usually understood as a puff of wind or a vapor. 
 1) Years ago I heard a scholarly lecture covering hundreds of pages on hevel. 



 2) His interpretation: it was the modern equivalent of fogging a mirror. 
2. What does it mean if everything that life encompasses is just fog on a mirror? 
     a. It was the Police (the band) that sang: “every breath you take, I’ll be watching.” 
     b. The average person at rest takes 16 breaths per minute.  

1) This equates to 960 breaths an hour, 23,040 breaths a day, 8,409,600 a year.  
2) At this rate, the person who lives to 80 will take about 672,768,000 breaths 

3. With this definition, a singular hevel is nothing. It’s here and gone. 
     a. Our issue: there is truth behind this statement. 
 1) I’ve long heard that time flies as you get older. 
 2) I find that true. In my forties, I realize this more and more often. 
 3) My childhood was now THREE decades ago. It’s always further away. 
     b. If everything is hevel, what does that lead to? 
 
VERSE 3 
3 What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun? 
 
1. Now you can see why this won’t end well. 
     a. If, as the author wonders, everything is hevel, then what is the point of anything? 
     b. He obviously was neither the first or last human to grapple with this thought. 
 1) Tell me that you haven’t had days where you wonder the point of going on. 
     c. Philosopher Albert Camus did so in The Myth of Sisyphus (1942). 
 1) In Greco-Roman mythology, Sisyphus rolls a big stone up a steep hill.  

2) Before he reaches the top, the stone always rolls down & he starts all over again.  
3) It’s absurd because the activity is never completely accomplished. 

     d. When pondering the absurdity/meaninglessness of life, Camus asked: 
“There is but one truly serious philosophical problem, and that is suicide. Judging whether life is or is not worth 
living amounts to answering the fundamental question of philosophy.” 
     e. After working through the issue, he concludes . . .	

“The struggle itself . . . is enough to fill a man's heart. One must imagine Sisyphus happy." 
2. If that’s the agnostic way of looking of it, does the Teacher offer anything better? 
     a. There is, but it’s nuanced. 
     b. The phrase “UNDER THE SUN,” is repeated throughout the book. 
 1) “Under the sun = the dominion of humans, not the dominion of God.” 
     c. There’s the hope. Our labor under the dominion of humanity: meaningless. 
     d. But our actions under the dominion of God: meaningful. 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. We will see in Ecclesiastes an honesty that many think the Bible lacks. 
     a. Non-believers would be encouraged by such transparency. 
     b. Some Christians, though, are dissatisfied thinking the Teacher had a crisis of faith. 
2. What I want us to do is look at him positively: he fearlessly addresses tough issues. 
     a. There’s liberation to those who can avoid the assumption that everything must add up 
     b. Dietrick Dorner wrote a book called, The Logic of Failure. 
 1) In it, he noted that even the brightest make educated guesses that do not work. 
 2) So as you search in this world, understand you won’t always like what you find. 
 3) Don’t let the meaningless of life distract you from the one who dwells over the sun. 


