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Exodus 20:16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 
 
A. INTRODUCTION 
1. Over the summer, I watched the HBO Movie, The Wizard of Lies. 
     a. Released in 2017, it was a dramatization of the real life of Bernie Madoff. 
     b. Perhaps you remember the name and not what happened to him.  
 1) Madoff had an investment fund. His fund had amazing returns.  
 2) Madoff became the go-to guy if you wanted to make good interest. 
 3) The issue is that his fund didn’t make any money at all.  
 4) Dividends were paid out from money new investors gave to him.  
     c. Madoff was finally caught in his lie in 2008. 
 1) The total fraud he committed was about $65billion. 

2) He started in the early 1990’s.  
3) He spent over 15 years living in a multi-billion dollar lie. 

2. This is called a Ponzi scheme 
     a. It’s named for a Charles Ponzi that schemed people in the 1920’s 
     b. He spent the better part of his life trying to bilk people out of their money. 
3. In this week’s message, we’re going to see that Lies have a cost.  
     a. Not only did Charles Ponzi and Bernie Madoff cause others harm, they paid as well. 
     b. Both men spent considerable prison time.  
     c. Ponzi suffered major health issues at the end of his life with no one to help him. 
     d. And Madoff’s son committed suicide two years after his scandal was discovered.  
 
B. DON’T LIE. 
1. It seems like a simple enough statement, doesn’t it.  
     a. But as we establish the theology behind lying, we need to go deeper.   
 1) While some might be satisfied with, “the Bible tells me so,” we need a little more. 
 2) If we discourage lying all because of the Bible, what keeps an atheist from lying? 
  a) At the very least, telling the truth benefits humanity 

b) This world exists because of interdependency. 
 c) For us to be able to live in a society of trust, we can’t have people lying. 

     b. We can look beyond this commandment, to discover more the Bible says about lying. 
2. In the Old Testament, we read Genesis 1:3-5. 

“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness he called ‘night.’ 
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.” 

     a. Notice that this was said before God created light-giving heavenly bodies. 
     b. Perhaps it’s representative of Christian views of light and darkness (good vs evil). 
     c. At the very beginning, God is identified with light—with the truth.  
     d. Since God stands with truth (all truth is God’s) than lying stands against Him.  
3. In the story of Jesus, we read John 1:4,5. 

“In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” 

     a. John 1 is a replication of Genesis 1.  
     b. Here, the gospel writer tells us about Jesus’ role in creation.  
     c. Jesus is described as “the light that shines in darkness;” evil cannot understand Him. 
4. In the writings of Paul, we read Ephesians 5:8-11. 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 

 a. As we associate with Jesus, we identify with light.  



b. The lies of darkness stand in stark contrast to all that God represents. 
c. If we want to stand with God, we must oppose the darkness. 

5. In our view of eternity, we read a heavenly vision in Revelation 22:5. 
“There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord 
God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” 

 a. In heaven lies will be no more.  
 

C. CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 
1. What can we observe from this Scripture study of lying? 
     a. First, lies create darkness. 
 1) If God and Jesus are so strongly associated with light, the value of truth is clear. 

2) Our lies stand opposed to the kingdom of God. 
3) As truth (Jesus) shines the light of God in darkness, we should avoid lies. 

     b. Second, lies conceals reality. 
 1) We often lie to advance our own causes.  
 2) Some of our most common lies involve eliminating our embarrassing mistakes. 
 3) Other lies are embellishments of our accomplishments to make us look better. 
 4) This is self-idolization and violates another commandment. 
     c. Finally, lies contradict the nature of reality. 

1) God is the not the God of fantasy; He’s the God of reality.  
2) Even though people may fall for our lies, God doesn’t. 
3) We ought treat those made in God’s image like we’d treat God himself. 

2. As we well know, our lies come with a cost; there are consequences.  
     a. The greatest consequence is that our lies cost our Savior his life.  
     b. I always appreciated the modern hymn, “How Deep the Father’s Love For us.” 
     c. The second verse, in particular, always grasped me; I think it speaks to our lies. 

 
“Behold the man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

“It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished” 

 


