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Exodus 20:15 “You shall not steal.” 
 
A. INTRODUCTION 
1. Even though it’s a straightforward commandment, it definitely has some layers. 
     a. We continually struggle with our thoughts about theft. 
     b. EXAMPLE ONE: Our appreciation Robin Hood 
 1) Although his mythology has grown, he was likely a mere bandit. 

2) A document from 1225AD reveals about him, “at the same time a Robert of Wetherby who  
     was an outlaw, an evildoer of our land . . . who was hunted down by a posse of men." 

 3) We tend to excuse his actions by supposing giving to the poor, but there’s no proof. 
 4) For some reason, we view this cause (stealing to give to poor) as noble 
     c. EXAMPLE TWO: The popularity of Pirates  

1) It might be nitpicking, but we romanticize about pirates 
 2) Maybe it’s because Johnny Depp’s version of them seems so likable 
 3) These are people who take what isn’t theirs by force. 
     d. EXAMPLE THREE: a Playmobil set (toys made for kids 4 and up) about jewel thieves. 
 1) If Playmobil had an arsonist playset, we might be disturbed. 
 2) We tend to be OK with theft if there’s a compelling backstory. 
2. Fully grasping the command to not steal can be challenging. Who really understands it? 

a. The person who bests understand this command is the actual victim  
b. Many times we’re fine with instances of ambiguity; we’re fine to dwell in the gray 
c. But this “anything goes” attitude disappears when somebody steals our stuff.  

 
B. LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE TEXT 
1. There are two Hebrew words from the Bible dealing with theft: g’nab and gawzal 
     a. G’nab means “to steal,” while gawzal means, “to steal with force” 
     b. The word used here in Exodus 20, g’nab, applies the broadest stroke to theft. 

1) But just because you aren’t committing armed robbery doesn’t mean that you  
   haven’t violated this commandment. 
2) Even the Jewish rabbis didn’t feel great about this law 
3) They viewed this as specific to those who kidnap and seek a ransom. 

 4) But this was a poor interpretation; all kinds of theft are prohibited here. 
2. Let’s look at the punishment for theft from Exodus 22:3,4 

“Anyone who steals must certainly make restitution, but if they have nothing, they must be sold to pay for 
their theft. 4 If the stolen animal is found alive in their possession—whether ox or donkey or sheep—they 
must pay back double. 

     a. The standard punishment: you had to repay double of what you stole. 
     b. But the seriousness of the offense is clarified in verse 3. 
     c. If you stole more than you possessed, you were to become a slave. 
3. It’s fascinating punishment that God has selected. There’s a retributive process at work 
     a. Your intent in stealing: to get something you don’t have 
     b. But when you get caught: you lose your integrity 
     c. So your punishment: to give back what you stole PLUS an additional one 
     d. So you have now actually PERSONALLY LOST what you gained through theft 
     e. What you wanted (but didn’t want to pay for) you actually bought for someone else 
     f. In the end, it’s ultimately not just the victim who loses. The thief loses even more. 
 
 
 



C. UNDERSTANDING THE DISTRIBUTION PROCESS 
1. How are things acquired in this world? One of two ways 
     a. Via gift: Christmas, birthdays, inheritance, and the like. 
     b. Via labor: we earn it, which is a gift from God. 
     c. Ecclesiastes 5:19 “Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to  

enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God.” 
3. Whether it be gift or work, all that we have are traced back to the Lord. 
4. SO WHAT IS THEFT? 
     a. When I steal, I’m criticizing the way that God has chosen to distribute possessions 
     b. When I steal, I’m choosing to create my own distribution system to replace God’s. 
 1) This is the true problem of Robin Hood. 
 2) Yes, the wealthy OUGHT TO distribute their God-given resources to the poor 
 3) Regardless of their inaction, it is not our right to take from them to do so. 
5. Ownership makes me appreciate gifts from God 
 a. We’re apportioned as stewards for all the God has given us. 
 b. It’s not ours; it’s his. 
 
D. OUR ISSUE: RECOGNIZING WHEN THEFT IS THEFT. 
1. It is easy to identify theft when it is direct, but this isn’t when things are blurred. 
2. The further removed from the victim, the less prone we are to recognize theft. 
     a. This has become popular in today’s world of large entities and organizations. 
     b. Although it seems excusable, we develop an inward justification of theft.  
     c. My theft story: when Napster first came out years ago, I thought it was awesome. 
 1) I reasoned it was just like the radio: I was just making a radio line-up 
 2) As I realized what it truly was, I started to say, “we’ll the industry is greedy.” 
 3) Although I don’t like how the distribution worked, I needed to do what is right. 
3. Let’s make sure we take this to some specific examples: 
     a. Government theft: we’re told to “render to Caesar.” Cheating on your taxes is theft. 
     b. School theft: Last summer, NYTimes reported 61% of students have cheated. 

*When I cheat, I’m stealing an educational experience. My payment isn’t enough. 
     c. Job theft: not only taking office supplies.  

1) How much social media do you consume while working?  
2) Are you putting in the effort that’s expected of you? 

   
CONCLUSION 
1. We need to adjust the spiritual issue behind Christianity and theft. 
     a. The thief is the polar opposite of Jesus. 
     b. Instead of taking, Jesus gave freely. 
     c. John 10:9,10 

“I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.” 

2.  But even though Jesus isn’t a thief, we may be surprised that God steals. 
     a. But his theft-like behavior is committed to our very benefit. 
     b. Revelation 3:3 

“Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.” 


