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A. INTRODUCTION 
1. A good friend of mine recently went on an amazing search. 
     a. Though he was raised in a loving Christian family, he was adopted. 
     b. For more than four decades, he had no idea who his birth parents were. 
 1) After his adopted parents passed away, he’s went in search of his birth family. 
 2) Not only did he find them, he’s now developing a relationship with them. 
2. There is arguably no earthly organization as complex as family. 
     a. Just the utterance of the words, “family,” “mother,” “father,” brings forth emotions that  
          are not identical for any two people. 
     b. So as we continue our study of the Ten Commandments, some of us will struggle here. 
3. In Exodus 20:12, we read the fifth commandment:  
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” 
 
B. BREAKING DOWN THE COMMANDMENT 
1. The key word is “honor.”  
     a. The Hebrew word for honor is kavod 
     b. This is a word that means, “to be heavy.”  

1) The basic sense is to treat someone with respect. 
2) They are people that carry a heavy weight of authority.”  

c. It was often used in reference to a king or dignitary.  
1) To “honor” means to treat with dignity, respect and deference.  

2. Why this insistence on honoring parents?  
     a. What is implied is that the position of being a parent is an honorable position in society.   

1) It carries weight or importance.   
2) It might be the most important position in society.   

     b. Being a parent is a noble position and it is worthy of being respected.   
1) Since it’s important, people should not enter into parenthood lightly.   
2) That is why sexual wholeness is spoken of in Scripture  
3) In one of the following commands, adultery is mentioned.   

3. So the position of parent is important to God and society. Why? 
     a. You honor the parents because they gave you life. 

1) The ancient Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle discussed the relationships. 
2) The duty of children towards their parents was a central topic in their philosophies.  
3) Plato writes that honor due to parents was second only to the honor due to God.  
4) He argued that parents deserved honor because they gave the child life:  

“Every honest man, pays his debts, and there is no debt so primary, so essential and so universal as the debt 
which every child owes to every parent for the love and the care which gave him life, and which preserved 
his life . . . And throughout all his life a man must diligently observe reverence of speech toward his parents 
above all things … Wherefore the son must yield to his parents when they are wrathful, and, when they give 
rein to their wrath either by word or by deed, he must pardon them, seeing that it is most natural for a father to 
be specially wrathful when he deems that he is wronged by his own son. The son should see that his parents 
are fittingly buried when they die and he should forever cherish the memory of them.”  

     b. There’s a sense in which a parent deserves honor. 
1) This is not on the basis that a parent has earned it or is worthy of it, 
2) It’s on the basis of an eternal relationship.   

     c. By eternal, we mean that you will never have any other biological parents  
     d. Honor is due because of this permanent relationship.   
     e. Ray Pritchard, a minister, writes about his father, saying, “I am still my father’s son though he is 
dead and gone. I will always be my father’s son. That relationship will never change and the burden to honor his 
name will never be lifted from my shoulders. It is a heavy burden, but a sweet one, and I would never want to be 
freed from that sacred obligation.”  



B. DISHONORING PARENTS  
1. The Old Testament expounds on the fifth commandment  
     a. Not only does it mention how to honor parents but how one could dishonor them. 
     b. Exodus 21:15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death.” 
     c. Deuteronomy 21:18-21 “If a child physically attacked one of his parents he was to be put  

to death immediately.”If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and 
mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall take hold of him 
and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is 
stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate(low morals) and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the 
men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it 
and be afraid.” 

2. There was concern that child rebellion would spread in community  
     a. Parents were actually commanded to drag the kid to the gates of the town  

1) Once there, they were to let the elders stone him to death.   
2) There is not one record of this ever being done in Jewish literature  
3) You gotta believe that it was threatened a lot.   

     b. Being taken to the gate was the ancient equivalent of being taken to the woodshed.   
3. There’s more Proverbs 19:26 “He who robs his father & drives out his mother is a son who brings shame & disgrace.” 

     a. Proverbs 20:20 “If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.” 
1) The lamp here refers to the soul.   
2) This is threatening is not just physical death but spiritual death. 

     b. Proverbs 30:17 The eye that mocks a father, that scorns obedience to a mother, will be pecked out by  
the ravens of the valley, will be eaten by the vultures.  
1) To be eaten by ravens and vultures was considered a sign of judgment by God.   
2) Here are examples from these texts of how children can dishonor their parents.   

a) Attacking them. Mocking them.   
b) Stealing from them. Living a profligate life.   

3) And if you do this you could: 
a) Be executed. Be stoned to death.  
b) Be snuffed out. Be eaten by vultures.   

 
C. PARENTS AS BRIDGE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN  
1. Jewish Rabbis point out the significance of this commandment being the 5th.  
     a. They believe there was an order to the list.   
     b. Notice that the first four commandments manage our relationship to God.   
     c. The last four manage our relationships with other people.   

*Don’t lie, don’t steal, don’t covet, don’t kill, don’t commit adultery.    
2. The fifth commandment was viewed by the rabbis as the bridge.   
     a. In other words, we ought to learn about how to approach God through our parents.     
     b. And the way we learn to how to treat other people is from our parents.   
     c. Parents are to educate their children in how to worship God and in how treat others.   
3. This covers both theological and moral instruction.   
     a. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.   
     b. And love your neighbor as yourself.   

1) So the primary role of parents is instruction.   
2) Parents are intended to act as teachers.   

c. Deuteronomy 11:18-21“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your  
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20 Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your children may 
be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are 
above the earth.”  

     d. This is social reproduction—passing the baton of faith to the next generation.   



     e. Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not exasperate (infuriate) your children; instead, bring them up in the training  
and instruction of the Lord.” 

4. An aspect of instruction is discipline.   
     a. Parents are to show children boundaries.   
     b. We are to limit their child because the world has built in limitations.   
     c. We tell children in our modern world, “you can do anything you put your mind to.”  

1) But that is not true. There are limits in this world.   
2) And parents need to show children where those limits are.   
3) Don’t run across the street.  Don’t put your head in the toilet. Don’t get drunk with your friends. 

     d. This process of discipline is to start early in the child’s life.   
     e. It is best that parents lay down boundaries quickly while children are impressionable.   
     f. Proverbs 19:18 “Discipline your son while there is still hope; do not set your heart on his destruction.” 
5. Parents are to find a healthy balance in discipline. 
     a. We make sure their discipline is not too harsh  
     b. Harsh discipline might encourage rebellion.  Or you can discourage your children. 
     c. Colossians 3:20-21 “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not  

embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.” 
 
D. CONCLUSION 
1. So what are some ways we can honor our parents? Especially as adults? 
     a. We can honor our parents by maintaining friendship with them as they grow older.   

1) As our parents as they age is their friends will get sick or die.   
2) My parents are aging and are still in good health. 
3) Many of their friends are getting sick and some have died. 
4) As we age, we can still get advice from them. 

     b. We can honor our parents by caring for them in old age.   
 1) Leviticus 19: 32 “Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your  

God. I am the LORD.” 
 2) Some of us have already hit this point. Others of us will be there soon enough. 
 3) One of the reasons I respect my parents is because they cared for their parents. 
 4) My grandparents died in my childhood home. It’s a beautiful thing. 

5) And if your parents are no longer with you, you can then honor them still 
6) Remember them. That was the theme of the movie CoCo: don’t forget them.   

     c. We can honor our parents by just being good people.   
1) Proverbs 29:17, “Discipline your son and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart.”   

 2) When you were born your parents had big dreams for you.   
3) No parent says, “I hope my child grows up to be a delinquent.”  
4) Even if your parents were lackluster, they still want to know you turned out all right.   

a) They want to delight in you.   
b) Give them the satisfaction that you are doing well and that you are okay.   
c) Live life in a way to make them proud even if they didn’t make you proud.   
d) Even if your parents didn’t help you grow spiritually or they don’t believe in  
     God, I am sure it might comfort them that you are pursuing spiritual things.   
e) The way you can honor you parents is by being a responsible adult.   

     d. We can honor our parents by forgiving them.   
1) Here we come to the heart of the problem for many people.  
2) How do you honor parents who have hurt and abused you?  
3) How do you honor an alcoholic father? How do you honor a mother who left you? 
4) How do you honor parents who neglected you? 
5) We can honor them by forgiving them.   

 



6) Colossians 3:12-14 “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves  
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 

2. Many of us look back on our relationship with our parents and we play the “if only” game.  
     a. “If only my father had loved me.” “If only my parents had stayed together.”  
     b. The “if only” game is destructive. 

1) It teaches you to live in a fantasy world—instead of in reality.  
2) You will make a major advance in your spiritual life when you conclude that your  
     parents were sinners just like you. 

     c. In reality, as Christians we have no option but to forgive.   
1) Forgiving someone is not approving of what they did to us.   
2) Forgiving them is releasing them into the hands of God.    

3. Why should we forgive?  
     a. Because Christ has forgiven us.   
     b. In fact, all these commandments, we have broken.   
     c. God has forgiven us.  He has released us.   


