
TEN COMMANDMENTS SERIES: COMMANDMENT THREE 
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Psalm 20:7 
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
1. It was Shakespeare who penned the question, “What’s in a name?”  
     a. The answer to his question is, a lot apparently.  
     b. We’re conditioned to think so from a very early age.  
2. Romper Room was a syndicated children’s show for preschoolers   
     a. It ran from the 1950’s to the 1990’s.  
     b. There were different hostesses throughout the years. 
     c. The mainstay was the end of the show where the hostess would look into a mirror frame. 

1) She would pretend then to peer into the audience.  
 2) Then, she would call out names of children that she saw in the mirror. 

3) Parents would mail their children’s birthdays into the show to be read aloud.  
4) The kids’ dreams were to hear their name spoken on the show.  

3. We continue our study of the Ten Commandments,  
     a. Today, we hone in on the third commandment.  
     b. Exodus 20:7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold  

anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” 
 
A. What we thought it meant 
1. I grew up in a Christian home where we were taught total obedience to the word of God.  
     a. In our household, you did not utter the name “God” but in specific incidents:  

1) Singing a hymn, reading a Bible, or talking about a George Burns movie.  
2) My siblings and I had a workaround was to say, “gosh.”  
3) But if we said it in front of my parents in a bad mood, it wasn’t well received. 

2. Throughout history, the Church made efforts to enforce this command vociferously.  
     a. Since it was a commandment, some believed the violation of this was equal to murder.  
     b. This week I read a sermon on this very commandment by a J.C. Moor. 

1) He was a minister in London who lived in the late 1700’s/early 1800’s.  
2) In his sermon, he noted that those who allowed their tongues to loosely utter the   
     name of “God,” would meet the following fate: “the profane tongue shall lie  
    scorched in eternal fire, without one drop to cool it.” Pretty serious, huh? 

3. Even though this was a religious belief, it permeated its way into broader society.  
     a. You hear many curse words in public media today without censorship.  
     b. And you’ll often hear the word “God” and the word, “Damn” separately. 
     c. But still today, combining those words together as one will merit a bleep on TV/radio. 

d. This is definitely a culture meme that has continued to be somewhat observed today. 
1) The texting abbreviation “OMG” might merely exist for saving time. 
2) But it could just project back to the reverence that this command once held. 

 
B. The biblical perspective 
1. Looking at this command, let’s look at the language.  
     a. The word for name in the Hebrew is “SHEM”  

1) And the people of God are sometimes referred to as the Semites or Semitic 
2) It’s derived from the term “Shemites.” In short, they are people of the name. 

2. Now let’s look at this name of God (YHWH). 
     a. In the Hebrew Scriptures, there’s a specific name being referenced here. 
     b. The name is Yahweh. Bible translator William Tyndale called it Jehovah in 1530. 



     c. It is also known as the Tetragrammaton, literally, meaning “word having four letters”
 1) This is done purposefully, because we don’t know much about this Hebrew word. 
 2) There were not original vowels in the Hebrew. They were added much later. 
   a) And the translators who invented vowels didn’t use them for YHWH. 
  b) Jews took very seriously this commandment and hold this name lightly. 
   1] Jews won’t attempt to pronounce this word, substituting 
   2] When reading the text, they’ll say “Adonai” (meaning “my Lord) 
   3] Others, will say “HaSHEM,” literally meaning the name. 
 3) Orthodox Jews hesitate to even right this word, considering it holy 
  a) The professor I had in a secular university told a story once. 
  b) He wrote the name YHWH on the whiteboard during a class. 
  c) Afterward an observant Jew challenged him on what he did. 
  d) The student insisted that the whiteboard was now holy. Even more … 

e) That writing could never be erased from the board. 
  f) In short, there’s something about this name.  

4) THERE IS MYSERIOUS POWER IN THE NAME OF GOD 
3. In the Bible, names are incredibly important.  
     a. They tend to have a significance, a meaning beyond just a moniker.  
     b. People were given names the tended to reflect on their personality.  
     c. For example, God names the first human being, “Adam.”  

1) In the Hebrew language, Adam signifies “man, reddish earth, “dust.”  
2) This is representative of what he was (literally, Adam’s name is mud). 
3) It is to act as a reminder of the creation order. 
4) Adam may think he’s brilliant, but he was a created being. 

4. Staying with Adam here, after he made him, God prescribes him to a specific task: 
     a. Genesis 2:19,20. “Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the  

field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.” 

     b. Now, did Adam actually create these animals? No, it was God who made them. 
     c. But he was given the opportunity to name them, which is a powerful thing in itself: 
     d. In naming them, Adam (and humanity) was given dominion over animals.  
5. There is power in conferring a name. 
     a. Parents will head to Barnes and Noble to pick up a book on baby names. 
     b. They will spend hours, sometimes entire lives, trying to decide on the right names. 
     c. Your entire identity is wrapped up in the name you were given at birth. 
     d. One of my favorite Johnny Cash songs is, “A Boy Named Sue.” 
6. And yet God will switch up the script and give people new names. 

EX1: Genesis 17:5 “No longer will you be called Abram ; your name will be Abraham, for I  
have made you a father of many nations.” 
EX2: Genesis 13:28 “"Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 
struggled with God and with men and have overcome." 
EX3: Matthew 16:17,18 “Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter . . .’” 
EX4: Eventually, he will give all Christians a new name. 
EX5: Revelation 3:11,12 “I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again 
will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, 
the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on 
him my new name.” 

 



C. So what does this commandment really mean? 
1. What is the real issue? It’s really about MISUSING the name of God. 
     a. There is a Hebrew word in this commandment: “Nah-sah,” meaning to take up 
     b. It could also be used to mean, “TO CARRY” 
     c. This commandment is warning us about how we take up/carry God’s name. 
     d. We tend not to transport things of great value.  

1) Think about the way you carry yourself when you’re at the ATM machine. 
2) We don’t carry money in plain sight for fear of losing it or getting it stolen. 
3) The value of an object is usually related to our desire to carry it.  

2. We misuse the name of God when we make the sacred secular  
     a. The word profane is from the Greek meaning “to cross the temple threshold” 
     b. Your God is not common and neither is his name. 
3. PRAGMATICALLY: How do we do this? 
     a. We Compensate   
 1) This is when we say, “I swear to God” 
 2) We’re misusing God to compensate for our untrustworthiness 
 3) Jesus says in Matthew 5:37, “Let your yes be yes . . . ” 
     b. We Inflate   
 1) When we attach “Christian” to something 
 2) I’m going to say it: this is why I have major dislike for Christian music 
 3) When we take junk and add Christian to it, it does no one good. 
     c. We Manipulate   
 1) When we claim that, “God told me . . .”  
 2) This is absolutely the worst way in which we do this. 
 3) Many people state this and use it as the spiritual trump card. 
 4) I have huge distrust towards people who abuse his name like this. 
4. Use God’s name properly—Not for our glory, but for his glory. 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. At a previous church I served as an associate minster, we invited Dave Stone to speak. 
     a. Dave is the senior minister of a 30,000 person church in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 1) As I stood in the dinner line with one of the elders, Dave said “hello” to me. 
 2) But he also called me by my name. The elder I was with was impressed. 
 3) “I can’t believe Dave Stone knows your name,” he admitted. 
     b. Knowing Dave a little, I know that he knows a lot of people’s names. 
 1) He knows that when you use a person’s name, they feel special.  
 2) I can’t help think of that incident when examining this commandment.  
2. My friends, your God knows your name. 
     a. John 10:3 “The sheep listen to [the shepherd’s] voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 
     b. The question is, do you want to know his? 
     c. The apostle Peter stated in Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else [but Jesus], for  

there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 
 

 


