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INTRODUCTION 
1. When she was younger, I loved playing Grover’s Near/Far video [click for YouTube] 
     a. Among the many lessons shared by Sesame Street, they taught spatial recognition. 
     b. Understanding this concept is important to living a healthy existence. 
     c. Another example from the world of driving: the rearview mirror. 

1) Driver side mirrors on cars are convex to increase the driver’s field of view.  
2) The idea is to minimize your blind spot.  
3) There’s a danger to this: if you don’t recognize the correct distance, you can crash 

2. In this message we continue on in our study of the New Testament letter to the Colossians 
     a. The apostle Paul is attempting to get this ancient church to “see things differently.” 
     b. They must understand that belief systems competing with Christianity aren’t true. 
     c. Paul discusses why Jesus wins and in this text we discover yet another reason. 
 
VERSES 1-4 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
1. To begin chapter three, Paul reaffirms the connection between us and Jesus 
     a. Colossians 2:12 “Having been buried with him in baptism . . .  you were raised with him through your faith in the working of God.”   
     b. Paul suggests that following Jesus is really intertwining ourselves with him. 
 1) I love this as a metaphor because it shows singularity in the many. 
 2) See the etymology of this word: twine and inter. 
 3) Baskets, rugs, and tree roots have many elements woven to create new. 
 4) In this text, we’re told that when we follow Jesus, we are woven together with him. 
     c. In these opening verses, Paul explains an intertwined view of our soul. 

1) Jesus was killed 
2) We died with him 
3) Jesus was resurrected 
4) We were raised with him 
5) Jesus sits in heaven at the right hand of God 
6) We should set our minds on heavenly things 

     d. This is the template for how believers are called to view their lives.  
2. Taking this metaphor further, think of intertwining as you see in a garment  
     ***To really grasp this, look at closely at what you’re wearing now. 
     a. We forget that clothes are actually thousands of threads woven together. 
     b. In verse three, Paul states that intertwining hides our lives in Jesus. 
     c. In this era of wanting to be known, we don’t appreciate that which is hidden.  
 1) But there’s a benefit of being unknown.  
 2) In this state of anonymity, the pressure to perform spiritually is non-existent. 
 3) We can live undercover when our lives our hidden with Christ. 
3. In Verse4, Paul says when Jesus appears again (at the end of time) we will be REVEALED 
     a. Again, etymology shows us the connection between this and REVELATION 
 1) What is revelation? When the complex is unveiled to us. 
 2) Through Jesus, we’re hidden in his safety until all is made known. 
 3) Our lesson: find contentment in Christian obscurity. 
     b. Psalm 27:5, “For the LORD will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the  

         cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.  



 
VERSES 5-10 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 
and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in 
the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with 
its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  
 
1. In the previous verses, we were told to set our minds on things above (on heaven). 
     a. Confusingly though, Paul uses the very next verses to talk about earthly things. 
     b. Understand, however, in this worldview, the heavenly connects with the here and now. 
     c. How we live on earth today is a reflection of where our minds are fixed. 
     d. These verses, out of context, have been used to criticize the apostle Paul  

1) Some view these writings as simple comments behavior and ethics. 
2) Some think Paul’s overtly invested in how people act (or on their sins). 
3) Is this a fair critique? Is Paul just a prude trying to control people’s lives? 

2. In nearly all his epistles, Paul introduces theology but transitions to behavior. 
     a. This is important to understand: Christianity doesn’t force you to live a certain way. 
     b. Rather, it’s asking you to adjust your life to match kingdom-thinking.  
     c. God that demands more of us who belong to Him. 
 1) Don’t be distracted by Verse 6 when Paul writes, “wrath is coming.” 
 2) It may sound ominous, but it’s expressed throughout the Scriptures. 
 3) God suggests heavenly thinking is reflected by your actions. 
     c. Reinforcing this are two vice Lists (VS5 and VS8). What’s behind them? 
 1) Verse 5 is a list of sins of exploitation 

a) Understand that these are sexual in nature. Yes, God cares about this. 
 b) Before getting lost in contemporary arguments, see what’s at stake here. 

c) If our minds are on heavenly things, we can’t yield to earthly views of sex 
d) ISSUE: using another’s body to quench one’s obsession with self-gratification. 
e) The recent fall of Hollywood elites has put this issue on display. 
f) Few care about promiscuity, but when using power to do so, it’s egregious. 
g) BUT REGARDLESS OF IT’S COERCED OR CONSENSUAL, IT’S ALL SEXUAL SIN.  
h) I’m still using someone else to get what I want. 
i) If you’re using sex in this way, you need to correct your actions. 

2) Verse 8 is a list of sins of abuse 
a) These are things I do intending to break down and destroy others.  

  b) Though not as scandalous as sins of exploitation, they can be even worse. 
  c) How I treat others is a reflection of how I view God (those made in his image) 
  d) For instance, a pet peeve of mine: how people treat waiters/waitresses. 
  e) I see ungracious Christians critique in restaurants because, “it’s their job.” 
  f) We need to treat all people with dignity and respect. 
3. Verses 9&10 are the synopsis of this text: switching out the old for the new. 
     a. So when we see the “Thou Shalt Nots” in the Bible, we shouldn’t be flustered. 
     b. The Lord has provided an idealized way of living for him on earth. 
     c. Obeying these lists, however, aren’t the key to salvation, just a reflection of it. 
     d. When I’m made new in Jesus, I purge old ways of thinking for a new one in Christ. 
 
VERSES 11-17 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is 
all, and is in all.12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 



grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
1. Verse 11 is one of the key verses in the Scriptures about how we perceive each other. 
     a. It doesn’t matter who you are or where you’re from—we’re all equal in Christ. 
 1) There is no Christian hierarchy based on socio-economics or skin pigmentation. 

2) Jesus is freely accessible to all and he makes us all equal in him. 
     b. The recent reemergence of racist factions in the United States is disconcerting. 

1) Recognize that Christianity speaks frequently speaks out against this. 
2) IF ONE IS A NEW CREATION and is united with Christ . . .  
3) And if she is united with the proper image of God . . . 
4) And if Christ (the resurrected Lord, the agent of creation) is all that matters . . . 
5) And he truly is in all (as we are intertwined in him) . . . 
6) THEN WE BELIEVERS dare not divide based on any earthly rubric.  

2. So if we’re all equal and we’re all chosen in him, how should we live? 
     a. Here in Verse 12, we get the opposite of the vice list: a virtue list. 
     b. If my mind is on heavenly things, this list exemplifies who I should be for Christ. 
     c. Note it’s the exact opposite of the sins of exploitation and of abuse 
 1) In those transgressions, I’m using people toward my ends.  
 2) In these virtues, I set up myself to elevate people; I’m offering myself to be used. 
     d. What’s the key to all of this: IT’S LOVE. 
 1) If I truly approach all my interactions with love, it’s hard to not do right. 

2) Just like Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:13: 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

3. Verses 15-17, Paul emphasizes another important key to all of this: it’s all for each other. 
     a. We Christians are called to live in peace. 
     b. And to do everything as if serving Jesus himself.  
 
CONCLUSION 
1. Why does Jesus win? He gives us PERSPECTIVE. 
     a. With eternity hanging in the balance, we have hope for today and strength tomorrow. 
     b. Do I have the ability to see beyond today to eternity? 
2. Yes, as Grover teaches us, God is He who is both near and far. 
     a. Jeremiah 23:23,24 
“‘Am I only a God nearby,’ declares the LORD, ‘and not a God far away? Who can hide in secret places so that I 
cannot see them?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the LORD.” 
     b. When I focus on just one thing, my spiritual life is out of balance. 
 1) If I live only for today, I’ll prioritize others temporal needs over their eternal ones 
 2) If I live only for eternity, I’ll ignore treating others as Christ bids me do 
     c. Find your perspective in Jesus. Intertwine your life with him.  


