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A. SERIES INTRODUCTION 
1. Jesus is still incredibly popular, maybe more so than ever before. 
     a. Generally if you ask non-Christians about him, they hold high opinions of Jesus. 
 1) At the same time, those people tend to be highly skeptical of Christians/the church. 
 2) In our conversations with skeptics, we/they can miss the a crucial point. 
2. If one holds that Jesus was a brilliant teacher (or even a great example of a human), one    
     must come to grips with what he said about himself. 
     a. Specifically, with how he perceived himself. In John 14:6 we read, 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” 
     b. Understanding who Jesus was/is means wrestling with this key concept.  
3. This is a teaching series on the New Testament book of Colossians 
     a. In this exploration, we’re going to explore the topic, Why Jesus Wins 
     b. This was a letter about theology written to a young church 2,000 years ago. 
     c. The apostle Paul asks the church in Colossae to answer a question about themselves: 
     c. Can you hold to exclusive beliefs about Jesus AND live in peace with an inclusive culture? 
 
B. Colossians 1:1 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother 
 
1. This series of messages is the study of a letter (epistle) written 2000 years ago. Isn’t that odd? 
     a. It really isn’t. People did consistently write/send letters in the ancient world. 
 1) Interesting: most of these letters we’ve discovered today are about 100 words long.  

2) Paul’s letter to the Colossians, by comparison, is huge: it’s over 1,500 words. 
     b. So as we start, this can be a lesson we need to comprehend about our faith.  
 1) People today prefer the TLDR version of events (Too Long/Didn’t Read)  

2) Often times, we desire and easy-to-understand synopsis. 
3) Yet there are times when this longing for simplicity can harm our spirituality. 
4) While some parts of faith are simple, many are rather complex. 

 5) Our desire for simple solutions and explanations should be acknowledged. 
6) Trust that some answers take years for us to grasp. That’s our faith journey. 

2. Paul begins this letter by claiming to be an apostle. Why does he do it? Two reasons: 
     a. First, he is writing to a church that does not know him personally  
 1) While Paul was involved in many churches in the Mediterranean, he had yet to visit   

     the city of Colossae 
 2) This Colossae was located in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), and it was located in  

     the Lycus River valley. 
3) Colossae wasn’t the most influential city, but Paul cared about the community there. 

 4) He wanted them to know that he was a credible voice of Christian authority. 
     b. But it’s more than credibility/authority, Paul was also setting forth a model. 

1) Colossians 1:23, “This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature  
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.” 

2) Paul leads both by serving and suffering on behalf of the church  
 3) This is a valuable lesson for those ambitious followers of Jesus today: 
  a) If you want to LEAD, INFLUENCE, or wield AUTHORITY, you must BE A SERVANT 
 
 
 



C. Colossians 1:2-6 
2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father. 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,4 because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the 
hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that 
has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has 
been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.  
 
*Let’s unpack just verse two, as verses 3-6 flow from the explanation of it.  
1. What does it mean in verse two when he say that they are “in Christ”? 
     a. It’s popular today to have different monikers for Christians (Christ followers),  
     b. At its core, however, it means: those consecrated/set apart from the rest of the world  

through the holiness of Jesus  
     c. As we look deeper to understand the biblical view of holiness, we see two perspectives 

1) A negative aspect of holiness  
a) Holiness accomplished being removed from someplace common or profane  
b) This is important as Christians are called to remove the sin and shortcomings from  
      our lives to honor him 

  c) But there’s something just as important as this 
2) The positive dimension of holiness 

a) We Christians are set aside to serve and be made of good use by God.  
b) We’re holy because God wants us to be used for his kingdom work 
c) We shouldn’t fixate, then, on just on perspective of holiness, but embrace both. 

     d. Our church today, like the church in Colossae, are called toward holiness 
2. Some scholars suggest that repeated references of “Faith” and “‘Faithful’ in these verses are  
     used deliberately by the apostle Paul.  
     a. Perhaps some in the church at Colossae have been unfaithful 

1) We see this to be the case in other letters of Paul (example: 1 Corinthians & Galatians.) 
 2) These churches contained the very first generation of Christians  

3) They had much to learn and, therefore, made a lot of mistakes.  
4) Perhaps they struggled with remaining faithful to God’s commands. 

b. Throughout this letter, Paul encourages the Colossians to cling to what they learned 
1) In Colossians 2:7, “[Stand] firm in your faith just as you were taught …” 
2) So take note of HOW the apostle Paul attempts to discipline the church here. 
3) He isn’t heavy handed; in fact, he comes off as encouraging. 

c. Understand that the posture of our correction is key to other’s reception 
 1) He wants the Colossians to sin less and live better, but he takes a positive perspective. 

2) It’s true that, in Paul’s other epistles, he takes a harsher tone in confrontation  
 3) But a good spiritual leader knows the right tone to take with his flock.  
 4) Even though Paul is frustrated with the way the Colossians are living out their faith, he  

     see the potential for them to improve.  
 5) This is a valuable lesson for us, whether we’re correcting our children, our colleagues, or  

     our fellow believers: ENCOURAGEMENT is more effective than ANGER 
 
D. Colossians 1:9-12 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may 
live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge 
of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 
and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 
people in the kingdom of light. 
 



1. If you read any epistle in the New Testament, there is always a section like this.  
     a. Words like wisdom, knowledge, endurance, patience, and Spirit are used frequently 

1) Read any letter from the apostle Paul, and it sounds like Christianese 
 2) Because these sections sound similar, we tend to skip over it to get to the “good stuff.”  
     b. But don’t miss out here: this IS the good stuff and we need dig into it further  

1) In these verses, Paul prays for the Colossians 
 2) But it’s NOT JUST ANY PRAYER.  

3) It’s a prayer that God will unleash everything he has to work inside them 
2. When have you prayed this kind of prayer for someone else? 
     a. Generally, we tend to pray that God will do things THROUGH US. 
     b. How often, though, do we pray that God will do great things THROUGH OTHERS? 
     c. If I really want to see a person’s life transformed, why wouldn’t I pray for them? 
     d. In this letter, Paul will give them plenty of advice, but he’s also praying for them to improve. 
 
E. CONCLUSION 
1. We noted that the study of Colossians is an exploration of WHY JESUS WINS 
     a. I suggest that here at the beginning, we find our first reason: it’s about RELATIONSHIP. 
     b. I can’t do live this life alone and neither can you. 
     c. As much as we need the saving grace of Jesus, we also desperately need each other. 
     d. When you (as part of our church) are blessed, then I’m blessed as well. 
     e. It’s this relationship—our sharing life together—that makes Christianity unique. 
2. Last year, the American rock artist Tom Petty passed away. 
     a. Many of us are familiar with his music. He had some popular mainstream hits in the 1990’s. 
     b. He was from Gainesville, Florida, the home of the University of Florida. 
 1) The week after he passed, during the U of F football game, they paused between halfs. 
 2) Over the loudspeaker, they played his song Won’t Back Down. 
 3) Listen to the people in this crowd sing in unison [link:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3ZobaiBN18]  
     c. There’s something amazing when people sing in unison.  

1) That’s why music is such an integral part of worship. 
2) That’s why going to a concert is such a unique human experience. 
3) Indulge me now and let’s sing that Tom Petty song together right here and now: 

Well, I won't back down 
No, I won't back down 
You can stand me up at the gates of hell 
But I won't back down 
Hey baby, there ain't no easy way out 
Hey yeah, I will stand my ground 
And I won't back down 

3. So understand this: when we sing together, it’s about ALL OUR VOICES doing the same thing 
     a. When we sing in unison, we’re of one mind and one purpose. 
     b. Isn’t it logical, then, that we’re told that we’ll have that same experience in heaven.  
     c. Revelation 19;1 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:  

‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.’” 
     d. There are endless groups of people around the globe who have strong relationships 

1) But there’s nothing like the church, where diverse voices come together as one. 
2) You can’t manufacture community like this. It’s divinely orchestrated. 
3) These relationships are proof of Why Jesus Wins.  

3. And because he wins, we worship him today, as Paul writes Colossians 1:13,14 
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
     a. He died for you. He died for me. He died for “we.” 


