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SYNOPSIS/APPLICATION 
Jones weaves together personal stories, Scriptures, and wisdom from multiple disciplines to display how 
God can use confusing, painful, and counterintuitive measures to bring us his best in our lives. Even 
though we may not recognize it at the time, God is looking to grant us his favor.  
 

 
 
SELECTED QUOTES  
 
“ No amount of positive thinking, visualization, or manipulative self-help mind tricks will bring favor to 
pass. God’s favor is his and his alone to disperse.” 
 
“‘Fight to escape from your own cleverness,’ [Climacus] advised. ‘If you do, then you will find salvation 
and uprightness through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ Climacus was saying that one of the greatest barriers to 
experiencing God’s presence and power in our lives is our need to completely figure God out in advance 
of what he is doing, as a way of controlling him and predicting his next move.” 
 
“Sometimes God’s favor means he calls us to step out and start a new venture, and sometimes it means he 
calls us to stay put. This shocks many of us. Closed doors are the last thing we thought we would receive 
when we prayed for God’s favor . . . The Bible talks a lot about perseverance—about choosing not to quit. 
The part nobody talks about is what happens when the choice is made for us, and God won’t let us resign, 
end a relationship, close a business, or drop a class.” 
 
“Keep in mind, though, favor is not magic. We don’t control God’s favor any more than we control God  
I believe God has led us here, to this riverbank together, because you are on the verge of getting tangled 
up in an inescapable fight for God’s favor, a holy collision between divine providence and human 
brokenness. We both want the finest blessings God has to offer. We both want God to watch over us. We 
want our prayers answered, our family members’ diseases healed, and our good friends’ problems solved. 
Yet some part of us has to know that we can’t experience God’s favor until we’ve fought with God for his 
blessing. Some part of us must know that while fighting into what the great playwright Eugene O’Neill 
called the ‘long day’s journey into night,’ we will not walk away unscathed. The fight will be fierce and 
the hours long. We will acknowledge the darkest parts of ourselves in the process. But come morning we 
will come away from our own Peniel experience with a new self-understanding and a new vision for how 
God is going to work in our lives.” 
 



“The great Christian philosopher Elton Trueblood wrote, ‘It is a noble thing to be a Christian pastor, 
nourishing the common life and curing sick souls, but it is no more a holy task than that of a Christian 
banker.” Trueblood meant that God wants us to view every area of our lives as holy ground. Your 
boardroom is holy ground. Your baby’s nursery is holy ground. Your venture capital meeting is holy 
ground. It’s all holy ground in the eyes of the Lord.’” 
 
“So many people try to make themselves feel better with vacations and time off when what ails them deep 
down is the direction their feet are pointed, not the pressures they’re facing. If the intensity of your 
workload isn’t the problem, more rest won’t be the solution.” 
 
“According to Amazon.com, one of the most highlighted passages of any book since the inception of their 
reading device, the Kindle—highlighted almost twice as often as any other passage—is from the second 
volume of The Hunger Games: ‘Because sometimes things happen to people and they’re not equipped to 
deal with them.’” 
 
“Haven’t you noticed that three things tend to get ‘covered over’ when we find ourselves wasting away in 
obscurity: recognition, opportunity, and self-worth? Recognition. One of the most painful parts of 
obscurity is that people don’t recognize the gifts and talents we have. We feel undervalued. We were 
created for so much more, but for some reason people can’t see it. Opportunity. Next, doors keep getting 
slammed in our faces. It is always other people—less talented, less committed, and less whatever—who 
seem to keep getting the lucky breaks. If obscurity is driving the car, comparison is always riding shotgun. 
Self-worth. Second-guessing ourselves is perhaps the most excruciating byproduct of tours of duty in 
obscurity. Trying to beat down doors while watching others waltz through them has a way of overturning 
the self-worth apple cart. When people tell us to “hang in there” because our time is coming, their well-
intended words only add fuel to the fire. Our time never seems to come, and we assume we know the real 
reason: we’re not as good as we think we are. Otherwise, why else would we be stuck?” 
 
“What if God in his wisdom doesn’t want you to experience success in the eyes of your peers? I mean, 
what if the true impact of your life—the real reason you were put on this planet—was to impact someone 
generations after your death? What if like van Gogh, God doesn’t intend for you to experience worldly 
success during your lifetime? Would you be content with that?” 
 
“When we find ourselves in valleys of obscurity, we must view success not as the world views it but as 
God does. If you’re a follower of Jesus, you are already successful in the eyes of the only person who 
matters. It is impossible for you to be ordinary. You have nothing left to prove.” 
 
“Godliness takes a long time to take shape; or, in the words of my friend Bill, ‘Some sermons take twenty 
minutes to write. Others take a lifetime.’”  
 
“Often the Hebrew concept of favor can be translated ‘blessed’ or ‘blessing’ in the New Testament. This 
was one such occasion. Like Moses’ audience, Jesus’ audience too was “abounding in favor.” They were 
‘blessed.’ But unlike Moses, Jesus told his hearers they were blessed not because they would become 
wealthy but because they were poor. These people were blessed because they were poor. They were 
blessed because they were hungry. Poverty was a sign of God’s blessing.” 
 
“Success is finding favor with God, and that sometimes means we do things that God knows we’re going 
to fail trying. The failures are the blessings. The lessons learned, the relationships forged, the trust with 
God that needs to be developed to simply stay alive, let alone persevere—these are all blessings from 
God.” 


