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INTRODUCTION 
1. In talking to other ministers, many of them don’t like weddings. 
     a. I totally get it. They are high on pomp and ceremony and often intense 
     b. It’s a merging of two families and weddings can bring up repressed conflict. 
     c. Despite all that comes with performing, a kinda like them.  
 1) For some people, it’s a close to going to church as they’ll ever get.  
 2) If I have a window to reach such people with the message of Jesus, I’m in. 
2. We’re starting a series on The Ten Commandments.  
     a. Although we know what they are, we often don’t understand what they mean.  
     b. In preparing for this study, we start with the chapter BEFORE the commandments. 
 1) It’s a unique section of Scripture text . . .  

2) It speaks to a level of commitment similar to that will remind us of a marriage 
 
VERSES 1-6 
 1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they 
set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the 
mountain.  3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what 
you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 'You yourselves have seen 
what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 
mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the 
Israelites."  
 
1. Up to this point, the relationship between God and his people has been one-sided. 
     a. God told Moses to return to Egypt—to free His people from their bondage. 
     b. To help, God unleashes plagues, opens seas, provides food, and establishes freedom. 

1) What has God asked for in return for all of this? Until this point, nothing.  
 2) But as he’s now looking for a response, he reminds them of this one-sidedness  

3) How did he save them “on eagles’ wings”? Read in Deuteronomy 32:10-12  
“In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he 
guarded him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that 
spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. The LORD alone led him; no foreign god 
was with him.” 

2. God asks for something rather simple in response to all his actions: he wants obedience.    
     a. In verse 5, he says he wants his people to, “obey me fully and keep me covenant.” 
     b. We’re going to see this throughout this text; it’s the basis for the Ten Commandments. 
 1) God wants his people to obey Him, but it is a request with a background.  
 2) Obedience is reciprocation for all that God has done for his people.  
3. There’s a term in Verse 5 we need to highlight: “TREASURED POSSESSION” 
     a. In Hebrew, the word used is “Segullah.”  
     b. This term was used frequently in Ancient Near East vernacular. 

1) In some instances, it was a political term (for a servant) related to a vassal. 
2) In other literature of the day, the term was romantic in nature (beloved). 

 3) If we look at the remainder of this chapter, it looks to be this second usage. 
     c. Out of all the other nations, God wants Israel to be his beloved. 
     d. This is affirmed in Deuteronomy 7:6  

“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the 
peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.” 

4. Yes, there is a romantic connotation between God and his people. 
     a. The romantic metaphor can be awkward, but it’s ultimately a recognition of love. 



     b. Segullah was also a term used most commonly in a marital relationship.  
     c. God loves us in an inseparable bond, much like a marriage.  
     d. And he continually shows us his love, both today and in his Word.. 
     e. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[f] that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

Verses 7,8 
 7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had 
commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So 
Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.  
 
1. These verses are rather interesting because of the response by the people of God.  
     a. This proclaim an unwavering response of commitment, but . . .  
     b. . . . they say even more than this, promising to do more than they actually can do. 
     c. Perhaps this speaks to the nature of vows that we humans tend to make. 
 1) We have these views of ourselves that we are the absolute best of humanity. 
 2) Maybe you’re like me: I make bold promises of reliability I often do not keep. 
 3) It’s not that I don’t care but, when times get hectic, my vow gets sidelined. 
2. The introduction of vows to a wedding ceremony is actually a Western Incarnation. 
     a. They aren’t derived biblically; they’re not commanded for a married couple to say. 
     b. In a wedding, however, a commitment must be articulated by the couples. 
     c. Vows are promises intended to formalize the nature of the relationship.  
3. Unfortunately, people tend to take these commitments lightly. 
     a. Over the years, quite a few marriages where I officiated the ceremony have ended. 
 1) This is incredibly sad, especially when kids are involved, but it isn’t all that surprising. 

2) Historically, we people of God have done the same in our vows to him. 
3) Here, God’s people talk a bold game, but they simply go back on their word. 

     b. We should beware of doing this to both God and to other people.  
1) Ecclesiastes 5:4,5  “When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure 
in fools; fulfill your vow. It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.” 
2)  And in Matthew 5:37, Jesus says, “Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’” 

     c. When we make a vow, we should keep it. Our words should be trustworthy. 
 
Verses 10,11 
10 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash 
their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in 
the sight of all the people.  
 
1. At the beginning of these verses, the Israelites are told 1) Consecrate yourselves & 2) Wash. 
     a. Both these aspects are visible in the Jewish rite called the “Mikveh.”  
     b. In the Hebrew, mikveh means a collection of water— a pool, if you will. 
 1) It’s a mainstay in Jewish ceremonial life (many pools are found in Israel today). 
 2) A person was to strip naked. so their entire body was one with the water. 
2. Why would Jewish followers take part in a mikveh ceremony?  
     a. It was meant for ceremonial cleansing to prepare oneself for worship. 

1) In Jewish belief, the world was divided between things clean and unclean. 
2) Those unclean items required followers to be cleansed from contact with them.  
3) Mikveh made the participant completely clean. 

     b. So the washing was meant to prepare a person for an encounter with holy God. 
 1) At the foot of the temple mount in Jerusalem, archaeologists discovered hundreds  

     of these baptismal pools. 
 2) Mikveh was a precursor to baptism. Jews in the first century understood baptism. 
4. So what were some other reasons for going through such a cleaning? 



     a. It was common occurrence for the consecration of priests 
     b. Or if a person had an infectious skin diseases (see Leviticus 14:8,9) 

 “The person to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair and bathe with water; then he will be 
ceremonially clean. After this he may come into the camp, but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. On the 
seventh day he must shave off all his hair; he must shave his head, his beard, his eyebrows and the rest of his hair. He 
must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water, and he will be clean.” 

     c. After a woman had her period, she was required to participate in a mikveh. 
     d. And, most interesting here, it was done as a bride prepared for her wedding day. 
 
Verses 16-19 
 16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a 
very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD 
descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled 
violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God 
answered him. 
 
1. Thunder and lightning are understandable signs from the Lord. It’s his thing, right?  
     a. But who blew the trumpet? The text implies that, in fact, God did. 
 1) The trumpet in this time was the shofar—the ram’s horn.  
 2) The shofar was blown to call an assembly, prepare for war, or to celebrate. 
 3) Oh, and sometimes, it was blown to announce a wedding ceremony. 
2. The thick cloud over the mountain in verse 18 is rather interesting too.  
     a. The text implies a tent-like covering over the people of God.  
     b. In Jewish tradition, this makes us think of the huppah. 
     c. If you remember the movie Meet the Parents, you may be familiar with the huppah. 
3. Is the huppah in the Bible? It is. We see it in verses from the songs of David. 
     a. Psalm 19:4,5  “In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth  

from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.”  
     b. It was erected by the groom for his bride as the place of their union. 
4. Are we starting to understand the imagery of this entire Sinai situation? 
     *vows, mikveh, shofar, huppah . . . 
 
Verses 20-23 
 20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went 
up 21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the 
LORD and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the 
LORD will break out against them." 23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because 
you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.' "  
 
1. We have seen in the Bible that God was willing to punish those who assaulted his people. 
    a. Most recently was the Egyptians who followed into the Red Sea.  
    b. But here, God said that his own people could now be killed by him. 
 1) His holiness was so serious, that even his closest people needed to respect it. 
 2) God’s holiness is something that we can’t even image, let alone survive. 
2. Moses is instructed by God to put up limits around the mountain. 
     a. It was intended to protect the people from God.  
     b. By they way, there’s a word for he holiness of the marital relationship (K’desh)   
     c. Like this limit of holiness, married couples need to put limits for their relationship.  
 
CONCLUSION 
1. There’s one more aspect of the marriage covenant we haven’t discussed. THE KETUBAH 
     a. This is still an essential part of Jewish weddings today, though it has ancient roots. 
    b. Women had limited rights in ancient times.   



1) Unfortunately, they could be easily divorced and discarded. 
 2) The KETUBAH (Hebrew word for writing) was a wedding contract. 

3) It provided written rights that would protect the wife in her marriage. 
     c. We know this contract dates back to the era of Babylonian exile (6th century BC) 

1) But we believe that it could date even further back than then. 
 2) The ketubah has items that each party desires to establish about their relationship. 
2. What follows after Exodus 19? The writing of the Ten Commandments.  
     a. The Ten Commandments, in this view, acts just like a ketubah. 
     b. This should give us a fresh perspective on viewing the Ten Commandments. 

1) Perhaps that Exodus journey was a kind of three-month courtship. 
 2) God was preparing his people to be wed to Him . . . to have and to hold. 
     c. I find this perspective of the Ten Commandments much more interesting.  

1) God isn’t a demeaning deity, giving us a list of things we mustn’t do. 
2) Rather, he’s a loving groom asking us to enter into a relationship with him.  
3) The Ten Commandments aren’t expressions of legalism, but letters of love. 

3. God loved Israel so much, he was willing to go all in.  
     a. All he asks for in return is obedience. 
     b. It’s the same way with us today. He asks us to obey his Word.  
     c. And we ought to obey, not out of obligation, but out of love.  


