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INTRODUCTION 
1. Like many Americans, the daughter and I spent Thanksgiving morning running a 10K race. 
     a. I’ve been coaching my daughter on running longer distances; she continues to improve. 
     b. The key to long distance running is a consistent pace.  
     c. If you start running a long race too quickly, your body can’t handle the ending.   
     d. In my last marathon, I ended up crawling to the finish line because I started too fast. 
2. Today we examine HOW TO END WELL: what does it look like to see things out to completion? 
     a. And we do so by concluding our study on the New Testament book of Colossians. 
     b. At the end of most of Paul’s epistles, there’s a slew of personalized information. 
     c. Even though we’re listening in on private conversations, it’s meant for us to easedrop.  
     d. Notice in this text, Colossians 4:16 “After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the  

church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.” 
     e. Even though it’s the end of the book, there’s robust theological value in this ending.  
 
VERSES 7-9 
Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I 
am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may 
encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell 
you everything that is happening here. 
 
1. Paul is establishing models of what “true spiritual people” look like by using other servants. 
     a. Remember the point of Colossians: Paul wants the church to beware false leaders. 
     b. He can’t make it to Colosse himself, he’ll send them the next best thing. 
     c. The competing theology was bad, but so were the actions associated with it.  
     d. While you can have right action w/o right belief, wrong belief will result in poor practice. 
     e. Paul, in looking at Tychicus and Onesimus, displays examples of true worshippers. 
2. First we see traits the display how one who ends poorly exhibits: 
     a. Inconsistency: when I’m the sole arbiter of what’s right/true, the goal-line constantly shifts. 
     b. Isolation: I withdraw from accountability; I don’t permit others to speak into my life. 
     c. Boasting: I want isolation but still need others to affirm me, so I push myself forward. 
     d. Self-centered: My whole world exists for me and me alone. 
3. But when observing Tychicus and Onesimus, we observe models of how to end well: 
     a. Faithful: used for both men; staying true to the Lord even when it’s difficult. 
     b. Connected: Paul sends them because they know the bigger picture; they’re engaged. 
     c. Encouraging: The men’s goal is to provide hope to the Colossians by lifting others up. 
     d. Christ-centered: They accept all the risks (including imprisonment) for the kingdom 
4. So to end well, we need to be more like Tychicus and Onesimus and seek these goals. 
 
VERSES 10-15 
10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received 
instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These 
are the only Jews among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to 
me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for 
you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard 
for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send 
greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.  
 
1. As with Tychicus and Onesimus, Paul includes salutations from other Christian leaders.   
     a. It serves an additional purpose: profiling how faithful believers should look/act.  



     b. Some of the names are random: Aristarchus, Justus, Epaphras, Demas, Nympha. 
     c.  Others names, however (Barnabas, Mark, and Luke), are legendary. 
     d. But in their many kingdom roles, they all resonate the person of Jesus. 
2. As we continue to view how we should end, we must take-on these Christ-like roles: 
     a. Aristarchus was a Prisoner, and Jesus knew what it meant to be in chains 

1) Though innocent, Jesus was treated as a criminal so he could save us. 
2) Hebrews 13:3 “Remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who  
    are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” 

     b. Mark and Justice are Co-workers and Jesus was a Savior who labored alongside us. 
1) Jesus leads by example and encourages us to join him to build something beautiful. 
2) John 4:38  “I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and  
    you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 

     c. Epaphras was a Servant and Jesus lived his life in service. 
1) Even though it requires submitting himself to his creation, he serves humbly 
2) Mark 10:45  “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life.” 

     d. And while Luke was a Friend, Jesus is Creator God who lives in friendship with us. 
1) It’s a benefit for which we’re unworthy, but Jesus treats us as his friends. 
2) Matthew 26:38 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch  
    with me.” 

 
VERSES 17,18 
17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.” 18 I, Paul, write this 
greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

 
1. Let’s hone in on this final piece of advice to Archippus: complete the ministry you received. 
     a. Quite subtly, it brings up the question of the day: how to end well. 
     b. To understand this, we’ll need to look at the cultural context of this book’s recipients. 
 1) A few weeks ago, we mentioned the location of the city of Colossae. 
 2) This region was the Lycus Valley, among two other cities (jointly known as tri-cities). 
 3) Of the three cities, Colossae was by far the least prominent.  
 4) It was by no means a wealthy city as it wasn’t on a trade route. 
     c. When Paul completes this Colossian letter, it’s the mid fifties A.D. and he was still in prison. 
     d. Around AD 60-62 (10th year of Nero), just after Paul wrote his letter, tragedy struck. 
 1) These three cities suffered a devastating earthquake. Many people perished. 
 2) We know this through historians Tacitus and Eusebius who testify to this. 
 3) They tell us a few things about this horrible earthquake: 
  a) All three cities were destroyed.  

b) While the two other cities could afford to rebuild, Colossae could not. 
c) While Colossian residents tried to establish a city nearby, they ultimately failed. 
d) The city of Colossae has no ruins. Today, there’s no sign it ever existed. 

2. Unbeknownst to Paul, this historic event would claim lives of recipients just years later.  
     a. So the advice he’s provided throughout this letter would be short-lived.  
     b. So the question is, does the demise of the Colossian church change what he wrote? 
     c. If you met someone today you knew you’d never see again until they died . . . 
 1) Would it change you? Would you act differently? Would you be nicer? 
 2) Paul wouldn’t change a thing. This counsel was consistent. It was eternal. 
 
CONCLUSION 
1. Throughout this series, we’ve peered into this book to see WHY JESUS WINS 
     a. We’ve seen that the exclusivity of Jesus is what makes Christianity unique from other faiths. 



     b. We’ve seen this by examining numerous aspects of his being: 
     c. In relationship, humility, removal, balance, perspective, vulnerable, vigilant 
     d. Finally this morning, we see Jesus in the life of his servants: he is faithful. 

1) When the world falls apart, when people let us down, when nothing seems right … 
2) JESUS IS FAITHFUL. HE NEVER CHANGES.  
3) HIS WORDS ARE TRUE. HE WINS IN THE END BECAUSE HE’S ETERNAL 
4) 1 John 1:9 “he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

 5) As our Savior is faithful, let us aim to walk in faithfulness with him. 


